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Whose Farm Is It Anyway? 

The cover of the Ag Digest features 
a different Lewis County farm each 
month. The contest works like 
this:  
1. The challenge – look closely

and let us know if you think
you know either of the
following:
- Farm name
- Farm owner name
- Detailed description of its

location
NOTE: If you need another hint, 

visit our website at 
www.ccelewis.org and click on 
“Agriculture” where you will 
see the same farm from a 
different (often more common) 
angle. 

2. Call CCE of Lewis County at
376-5270 with your guess no
later than July 5.

3. All correct entries received by
the deadline will be entered
into a drawing.  The winner
will receive a prize, sponsored
by our advertisers.

4. The answer and the winner will
be announced in the local
newsletter.

5. You can only win a prize once
each calendar year; however,
the person with the most
correct answers in a year will
receive the Grand Prize.

The winner for last month was 
Bill Burke from Lowville, New 
York. The farm was Mike and 
Cora Zehr’s  located on Waters 
Road in Lowville, New York. 
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t’s early July—how clean are your corn fields?  Dry 
weather in May was not ideal for pre-emergence corn 
herbicide programs.  In June, there were a considerable 

amount of corn fields that had to be resprayed to clean up 
weed escapes.  We are now at a point in the growing 
season when this is your last chance to get the weeds 
controlled in your corn fields.  In some cases the corn may 
already be too tall for a “rescue” post-emergence corn 
herbicide application.   

Before a field of taller corn is sprayed you need to ask the 
question “How tall can the corn be when you spray?”. Post-
emergence corn herbicides have restrictions on the 
maximum height of the corn at the time of application.  
Once corn reaches 12” tall, atrazine and atrazine containing 
premixes are not an option.  There is even a 30” corn height 
restriction for glyphosate applied to glyphosate tolerant 
(Roundup Ready) corn and a 24” corn height restriction for 
glufosinate applied to glufosinate-tolerant (Liberty Link) 
corn. 

Late post-emergence herbicide choices for conventional 
corn are somewhat limited once the corn exceeds 20 inches 

I 
in height.  Most, if not all, late total post-emergence 
conventional corn herbicide programs will require more than 
one product in the tank mix.  Correctly identifying the weeds 
present and actually measuring the heights of both the corn 
and weeds will be critical.  The heights of the weeds will 
often times dictate the rates of many of these herbicides.  
Pay close attention to the herbicide labels and the adjuvants 
necessary to add to the spray tank.   

It is not an ideal situation when we are dealing with taller 
corn and weedy fields.  It is difficult to control taller weeds 
and yield losses can be expected due to the early season 
competition with the corn.  It is important to read and follow 
all label directions prior to the application of any herbicide.   

If you have any questions about field corn weed control or 
would like to schedule a field visit contact,  
Mike Hunter at 788-8450 or email at meh27@cornell.edu  
Kitty O’Neil at 379-9192 or kao32@cornell.edu. 

Please reference chart on page 5. 
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 Accent Q- 20” or V6

 Acuron Flexi 30” or V8

 Aim- V8

 Armezon Pro 30”or V8

 Banvel/Clarity- 36”

 Beacon- 20”

 Buctril- Before tassel

 Callisto- 30” or V8

 Capreno- V6

 Diflexx DUO 36” or V7 (7
th
 leaf collar)

 Harmony SG 16” or 5 collars

 Hornet WDG-20”or V6

 Impact/Armezon-up to
45 days before  harvest

 Laudis- V8

 Northstar- 20” or V6

 Option- V6

 Permit- Layby (about 36” tall corn)

 Realm Q- 20” or V7

 Resolve Q- 20” or before V7

 Resource- V10

 Revulin Q 30” or V8

 Spirit- 24” or V6

 Status- 36” or V10

 Steadfast Q- 20” but
before V7

 Stinger- 24”

 Yukon- 36”
Zemax 30” or V8

Here is a list of many post-emergence herbicides and the over the top maximum corn heights as listed on the label for taller 
corn: 
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here are many factors to consider when evaluating 
the overall health and longevity of beef brood   
cows.  Udder health is no exception.  It is important to 

identify which cows may be having or had udder problems 
and need to be culled.  Those of you who are “retired” dairy 
farmers can appreciate a well-balanced udder. I bet your 
calves do too!  

The condition of the cow’s udder can have a major impact 
on the overall performance of the calf.  Not only is milk 
production key, but poor physical structure of the udder can 
make it a challenge for the young calf to get access to the 
milk it needs.  This can lead to decreased calf growth even if 
the cow is producing an adequate milk supply.  Many udder 
suspension and teat size scoring systems for the beef 
industry use scores of 1 (not desirable) to 9 (desirable) to 
evaluate overall udder health.  The chart on the next page is 
an example from the Red Angus Association of 
America.  Udder scores taken closer to calving (within 24-48 
hours) will give the most accurate assessment.  Spring or 
summer assessments will provide better information about 
overall udder health than fall when the cow may be 
producing little to no milk, but fall assessments can still be 
helpful for determining who stays and who goes. 

T 
So what should producers be looking for?  Research has 
shown that teats that are smaller (small to moderate) in 
circumference and short to medium length are preferred 
over larger circumference and long teats. Udder suspension 
is important as well.  Well attached udders (tight to 
moderate) are less susceptible to injury and contamination 
from mud and manure.  Ideally the cow would have udder 
scores in the middle of this range for both udder suspension 
and teat length. 

While many producers use this information for culling 
decisions, udder health can be used as selection 
criteria.  Heifers from cows that have strong udder qualities 
have a moderate chance of having inherited those same 
traits.  Producers have this data available as well for sires 
that produce daughters with good udders.  Due to the 
heritability of these traits it is recommended to score the 
entire herd and use that information in future selection 
decision. 

Most beef farmers are part time, which means that they are 
limited in the amount of time devoted to the cow herd.  If a 
calf is born and unable to nurse because of a low slung udder 
or teats that are too big, the calf will be unable to receive 

Evaluate Your 

Beef Cow’s Udder 

Health 
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adequate colostrum, which has long-term effects on 
survivability. In addition low slung udders and big teats are 
more prone to be contaminated with mud and manure which 
can introduce bacterial infection in a nursing calf. 

This article was prepared by Steve Huntzicker, UW Extension 
Ag Agent in La Crosse County. 

Chart From the American Red Angus Association 



8 

Dairy managers should work closely with their nutritionist, 
Extension, and other consultants to develop a feeding 
management program throughout the feeding season. Make 
sure to include the person who is actually feeding the cows 
in this discussion. They can usually provide insight into why 
things aren’t working and usually have suggestions to make it 
work. 

Dairy cows should be consuming a similar amount of feed as 
suggested in balanced rations. Daily or weekly refusals need 
to be weighed to assess the consumption by each group of 
cows. 

If not, discuss this with your nutritionist and the feeder to 
help determine where in the above list the waste, fraud, and 
abuse is coming from at your feed center.   

Stop Waste Fraud and Abuse of Your 
Commodities 

In May’s newsletter we talked about Waste, Fraud and Abuse 
as it pertains to your forage harvesting and storage. This 
month, let’s discuss controlling waste, fraud and abuse at 
your feed center with commodities you purchase from a feed 
company or other vendor. 

Feed costs represent 40 to 60% of the total cost of producing 
milk on dairy farms in the US.  Prices paid for purchased 
commodities greatly impact feed costs and farm 
profitability.  Dairy farmers have little control over these 
prices.  However, efficient usage and minimizing feed wastage 
or shrink are under a farmer’s control and greatly impact a 
farm’s profitability. These are often the practices that 
separate profitable dairy herds from the less profitable ones. 

In order to manage the amount of feed used on farm, actual 
usage needs to be measured.  At the very minimum each 
month make a note of tons of commodities delivered. 
Calculate how much of that commodity you should have fed. 
It’s important to know the number of animals you are 
feeding!  The difference between these amounts reflects the 
shrink or the waste fraud and abuse at your feed center due 
to: 

 Wind—blowing away feed stored in bins or sheds when
filling the mixer

 Feeding errors such as not knowing how many animals
you are feeding

 Errors with TMR scales or even not knowing the weight of
grain in your feed scoop

 Water damage—leaky roofs and bins, improper drainage;
 Spillage and tires—depositing feed around farmyard by

spillage or sticking to implement tires;
 Rodent and bird control—direct losses and spoilage

Generally, dry commodities stored in bins have less storage 
losses (usually less than 4%) compared to those stored in 
open-face, three-sided commodity sheds (5 to 15% depending 
on commodity). Properly constructed windbreaks or an 
enclosed area when adding commodities may be cost 
effective when considering reductions in feed shrink. 
The real price of feed per ton: 

Price per Ton 

Shrink 

2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 

$ 300 306 312 318 324 330 

$ 400 408 416 424 432 440 

$ 500 510 520 530 540 550 

$ 600 612 624 636 648 660 
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Hi I’m Camille Ledoux from the Beaver River FFA Chapter and 

in May I was elected the 2016-17 New York FFA State 

President and I am so excited to serve this year! It is a great 

opportunity for me to continue to grow my leadership and 

public speaking skills, and it will be a great experience to 

travel across New York and meet FFA members and learn 

about different aspects of agriculture. I am so happy to have 

this opportunity to provide a positive influence on others and 

grow as a person this year! I have been fortunate to do 

several different SAE’s projects over the years and enjoyed 

the Poultry Science, Diversified Livestock, Vegetables, and 

Community and Home. My favorite has been doing 

the  Veterinary Science SAE where I have learned so much!   I 

live on a diversified livestock farm, the Adirondack Beef 

Company, with my parents, Steve and Michele Ledoux, and 

my brother, Jake in Croghan. 

Hi I’m Lesley Aucter, the 2016-2017 New York FFA District 6 
President. I have been in FFA since the 6th grade and I am 
developing a supervised agricultural experience (SAE) in 
agriculture education. I helped out with our middle school 
program last year, and I currently help out with our 
introduction to agriculture class. I assist with bell ringers, 
collecting and reading papers, and preparing for 
competitions.  

Another part of my SAE is Ag Literacy in our elementary 
school. I present the selected book for the year to the 
younger students. I enjoy teaching them, and can’t wait to 
help with a new class next year. 

2016-2017  
New York FFA State President 

2016-2017  
New York FFA District 6 

President 
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BOB LAISDELL, JR 
Dairy Nutrition Specialist 

315/894-5021 
800/564-5021 

CELL 315/778/3118 
Email - rlaisdell@gmail.com 

MATTHEW A. LAISDELL 
Dairy Nutrition Specialist 

315/894-5021 
800/564-5021 

CELL 315/408-5041 
Email - mlaisdell@yahoo.com 

124 W. Orchard Street  Frankfort, New York 13340 

My name is Katherine Killenbeck, also known as just Katie, 
and I currently serve as the NYS FFA Secretary! I proudly hail 
from the South Jefferson chapter up in the snow capital of 
the state where we still get snow in May. My siblings and I 
are the first generation of a long history of agriculturalists to 
not live on a farm, so my family is very active in the 
agricultural community and huge supporters of my 
participation in FFA. I certainly would not be where I am 
today without their guidance. Both of my parents grew up on 
dairy farms, and my father continued his agricultural career 
by going into the field of forestry management. Many of my 
aunts and uncles still own and operate small farms. I joined 
FFA back in 9th grade at the encouragement of my father, a 
past FFA member, and have been an active member ever 
since. My SAE Project has been exploratory for all four years, 
so pretty much you name it, and I have done it! From dairy 
science, to small animal care, and even small engines and 
forestry, I have delved into various fields of the agriculture 
industry. During my year of service, I will be attending 
Jefferson Community College to prepare for a major in 
Agricultural Science with a concentration in Education and a 
minor in Foreign Languages. Afterwards, I hope to transfer to 
Cornell University to finish my education.  

2016-2017 
New York FFA Secretary 
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HAY – STRAW  
DRY COW HAY & CLEAN CUT STRAW 

GLEN ISLE FARMS LTD. 
J. GLENN & SONS

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 1955 

1 (705) 295-4487 or glenisle@nexicom.net 

  VISIT WWW.GLENISLEFARMS.COM 

The Western NNY Dairy Grazers Dairy Discussion Group and 
Cornell Cooperative Extension are hosting three free on-
farm healthy 
soils workshops 
for dairy and 
livestock 
operators who 
graze 
their cows and 
cattle. The 
workshops in 
Boonville, and 
Lowville will 
feature hands-on learning opportunities with the National 
Grazinglands Coalition Soil Health Trailer and soil health 
presenters. The National Grazinglands Coalition Soil Health 
Trailer is equipped to measure and demonstrate 
vital physical, chemical, and biological components of soil 
health. Workshop participants will use penetrometers to 
measure soil compaction, and see a demonstration of the 
Active Carbon test that measures how much food the soil 
contains for the biological organisms that support soil 
health. 

New York Organic Dairy Initiative Coordinator Fay Benson 
will compare soil management plots under a 
rainfall simulator to measure soil aggregate 
stability. Benson says, “Soil health is being identified as the 
limiting factor to productivity on many farms nationwide. 
While seed companies and agronomists have done an 
excellent job of improving seed selection and the nutrient 
or chemical composition of soils to support crop 
production, we now realize the need to also focus on the 
physical structure and biological life in the soil to maximize 
the value of our fields and pastures.” 

Livestock concentration, soil compaction and erosion, living 
plant cover, dead plant residue on the surface, forage mass 
and height, and soil organic matter are some workable 
aspects of grazing land management. At each workshop, 
Field Crop Specialists Mike Hunter and Kitty O'Neil, both 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension Northern NY Regional 
Ag Team or Joe Lawrence Dairy Forage Systems Specialist, 
Cornell PRO-DAIRY, will present farm management factors 
that contribute to overall soil health and consequently the 
growth and productivity of grazing lands. 

The workshops also include a short presentation on USDA 
Risk Management Agency policies to address the types of 
farm risks that are more difficult to manage. 

 Tuesday, July 26, 2016  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
SS Milkyway Farm/Scott Sawyer
2081 Thayer Hill Rd, Boonville

Scott has observed improved soil health and yield on 
renovated pastures vs. those pastures that are still 
compacted after years of mechanized harvesting.  

 Tuesday, July 26, 2016 from  6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Herrdale/Larry Herr Beef Farm
7161 West Road, Lowville

Larry has placed a large emphasis on soil quality, selective 
grazing management rotation, and tillage practices to 
support healthy soil and land productivity.  

No registration is necessary but letting us know that you plan 
on attending allows us to communicate any cancellations or 
changes in arrangements. 

Contact Information:  

Ron Kuck, CCE of Jefferson County 
Cell: 315-704-8810 or email: rak76@cornell.edu 

Mellissa Spence, CCE of Lewis County 
Cell: 315-408-6452 or email: mms427@cornell.edu 

Upcoming pasture walk:  
August 23 (tentative) Klock Farm 
Janet and Lee Klock, Buttermilk Flats Road, LaFargeville 
Managing a grazing dairy with voluntary milking systems 
(robots). 

Pasture walks are not in the calendar of events. Plans for a 
feeder (really) short course on July 25, 2016 from  7-9pm 
Location TBA. 

Western NNY Dairy Grazers 
Discussion Group 

http://nnyrap.cce.cornell.edu/
http://nnyrap.cce.cornell.edu/
mailto:rak76@cornell.edu
mailto:mms427@cornell.edu
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My name is Joel 
Kloster. I 
attended Beaver 
River Central 
School and since 
graduating I have 
been attending 
SUNY Cobleskill. I 
study Animal 
Industry and, 
with my degree, I 
hope to be a 
dairy herdsman 
or a dairy nutritionist. I like working with animals and enjoy 
bettering the quality of health of animals as much as I 
possibly can. I am the Agriculture Assistant intern at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Lewis County this summer and 
hope to gain knowledge of the Lewis County area to better 
understand our agriculture industry. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Lewis County’s Summer Intern 

Dairy Day at the Lewis County Fair 
Wednesday, July 20, 2016  
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ost farms have had to borrow money in the last few 
months just to cover their farm expenses. Milk 
prices projected to continue for the next few 

months so I thought this article would be of interest when 
talking with your lender and understanding what they are 
looking for when reviewing loans.   

So what are the banks looking for when they lend money?  
The standard most banks use are the 5 C’ of credit. Lets take 
this opportunity to review them. 

The 5 C’s of credit are the guidelines that most banks use 
when determining who they are going to lend money to.  
These guidelines are: Character, Capacity, Capital, Collateral, 
and Conditions. 

Character is the integrity of the person; the qualities that 
set that person apart.  What is this person’s reputation, their 
abilities, traits, or attributes?  When lending money the 
character of the person is instrumental in the lending 
process.   

Capacity is the ability to cash flow the debt?  Are you able 
to make the monthly payments to the bank? The banks tend 
not to lend money to someone who does not have the 
capacity to pay them back. 

M 
Capital  is your net worth.  Net worth equals assets minus 
liabilities. Your net worth is found on your balance sheet. 
Since 2009, Dairy Farmers have seen their net worth shrink 
as the value of their assets have decreased and their 
liabilities have increased.   

Collateral  is the value of the assets used to secure the 
money you are borrowing?  Most farms use their cattle 
and machinery as collateral when borrowing money. As the 
amount you borrow increases and the value of your assets 
decreased the collateral you have to use against that loan 
decreases. 

Conditions are the economic climate and the climate of 
the borrower.  Is the borrower in good health mentally and 
physically?  What is the condition of the economy. The 
times we are experiencing now are a good example of 
conditions. Would we say that this is a good economic 
climate?   

Lenders look at all of these when they are lending money.  
Is one more important than the other?  That question 
should be answered by your lender.  You as a borrower 
should be aware and understand all of the 5 C’s of credit 
when you meet with your lender. 
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NORTHERN NEW YORK 
FARMER’S MARKETING CO-OP  

RT. 26, LOWVILLE, NY                                  

NNY IS THE ONLY NEW YORK STATE
LIVESTOCK MARKET OWNED AND OPERATED 

BY LOCAL FARMERS. 

AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY AT 
2:00 P.M. CALVES FOLLOWED BY DAIRY, MISC. 
THEN BEEF. DAIRY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 
COMPLETE FARM DISPERSAL SERVICE 

AVAILABLE ON YOUR FARM OR AT OUR 
AUCTION FACILITY. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED TO     
ARRANGE TRUCKING TO NNY, THEN CONTACT 

THE MARKET. 

PRESIDENT: DARRYL ROGGIE                             
VICE  
PRESIDENT: DAN O’BRIEN     
TREASURER: PAUL WAITE     
SECRETARY: MIKE SULLIVAN 

MARKET     
MANAGER     

& AUCTIONEER 
TED SIMMONS   

376-7441

Ace Hoof Trimming 

“We Save More Cows” 

Jason Chamberlain (315) 486-0028

Colton Aubin (315) 767-1242

We operate a fully hydraulic standup chute for a stress-free 
experience 

Dairyland Hoof Care Institute Inc. Graduates 

Last Issue of Lewis County Ag Digest 
~Watch for New Publications~ 

This will be our last issue of the Lewis County Ag Digest.   This newsletter 
has provided up-to-date articles and program announcements for the 
farmers of Lewis County for over twenty years.  Beginning in August Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Lewis County will have a new monthly newsletter 
that will combine Lewis County agricultural information with community 
helpful living tips.  With the creation of a Regional Ag Team, there will also 
be a Regional Ag Newsletter.  In the beginning, this regional publication will 
be sent via email or mail to all dairy farmers in Lewis County every other 
month. Eventually it will be published every month.  

We thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter and hope that you 
will continue to read our new Ag/Community Newsletter as well as the 
Regional Ag Advisor newsletter.  If you have any questions please give the 
Lewis County office a call at 315-376-5270. 
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The New York State Maple Tour is set for July 17-19, 2016, 
in central New York State.  The tour will be centered at the 
Ramada Hotel and Conference Center in Cortland, New 
York, and hosted by the Chenango Area Maple Producers 
Association.  Cortland is located in the beautiful eastern 
Finger Lakes region of New York.  This tour will feature 
stops at 11 maple operations of various sizes and 
specialties.  The tour begins with a 
tradeshow and registration on 
Sunday afternoon and evening 
followed by visits to the maple 
operations on Monday and Tuesday.  
Information on the tour stops and 
registration information is available 
at the nysmaple.com and 
cornellmaple.com sites.   

The 2016 Maple Camp will be hosted 
by the West Virginia Maple 
Producers Association and held at 
West Virginia University in 
Morgantown.  The camp begins with 
dinner at 5 PM on July 20, 2016 and 
runs through noon on Saturday, July 
23, 2016.  The camp features 
experience in evaluating a potential 
sugar bush, understanding and 
installing maple mainlines and lateral 
lines, tapping, tap hole sanitation 
practices, RO and evaporation, 
filtering, grading, canning, and 
marketing maple.  Sessions also 
include maple business management 
along with making a variety of maple 
value-added products.  This year 
there is also a pre-conference 
workshop titled “Using Maple Syrup 
Quality Evaluation to Improve Maple 
Production Practices” for no 
additional charge.    

For more information and 
registration forms go to 
cornellmaple.com or nysmaple.com. 

  Stephen Childs, NYS Maple 
Specialist 

Two Exciting Maple Programs are 
Scheduled in the Month of July 2016 
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he American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
recently posted an article entitled “Addressing Animal 
Agriculture in Children’s Books,” which emphasized 

the importance of agricultural literacy in schools.  The 
organization’s mission is to “build awareness, understanding, 
and positive public perception of agriculture through 
education.”  This past March, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
participated in an effort called Agricultural Literacy Week by 
reading an agriculture related book in elementary 
classrooms.  As a participant myself, I saw firsthand how 
excited the students were to learn about agriculture and get 
their questions answered.  The interest shown by the kids 
demonstrated a positive outlook for the future of agriculture 
education.   

By increasing agriculture literacy, people will not only learn 
about what happens on a day-to-day basis in terms of animal 
care and management, but it will help them become better 
connected with where their food comes from.  Knowing how 
these plants and animals are raised can provide people with 
confidence in the quality of products they are putting on 
their family’s table.  And who better to help others 
understand agriculture than the people who live it?   

As farmers, growers, agriculture educators, specialists, 
consultants, nutritionists, etc., we are the best source of 
information.  If those who are involved in agriculture do not 

T 
share the truth, then people on the outside, who have more 
of an opinion than any agricultural experience/knowledge, 
will spread the knowledge they wish.  This validates the 
importance of “telling our story,” mainly for that fact that it 
is ours to tell.  When doing so, it’s important not to falsely 
sugar-coat the truth, but to accurately tell the truth in a 
positive light.  For example, the article demonstrates how 
word choice can make a difference in the message received.   
A depiction of a “factory pig”  raised in confinement “without 
fresh air, sunlight, or any friends”  paints a very negative 
image, while saying pigs are housed in a building with 
“natural light, temperature controlled environment, constant 
fresh water, nutritionally balanced diets, veterinary care, and 
plenty of space to move around” is both a truthful and 
positive message.  The article also points out that while 
adults have access to further resources, such as science and 
research, it is not likely that small children do.  As a result, 
children are left to draw their conclusion based only upon 
the connotation of what they are reading or being told.  
Agriculture education needs to start with young children to 
ensure that their opinions are based upon credible 
information because these opinions will likely be carried 
throughout their adult lives.    

To read the original article visit 
http://agfoundation.org/news/addressing-animal-agriculture
-in-childrens-books.

http://agfoundation.org/news/addressing-animal-agriculture-in-childrens-books
http://agfoundation.org/news/addressing-animal-agriculture-in-childrens-books
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ongratulations to Louis Bodnar of Turin, New York, 

 for receiving the 2016 Senior Farmer Award 
sponsored by Lewis County Farm Bureau. The award 

honors an outstanding farmer who is at least 60 years of age 
and has devoted his career to the dairy industry. 

In 1951, Louis’ parents Louis and Marlene, bought the farm 
with 35 cows and 186 acres. In 1974, Louis graduated from 
Western State College in Colorado receiving a B.S. in 
Education. During his stay in Colorado, Louis was a member 
of the college cross country ski team competing in two NCAA 
Division 1 Championships. Louis trained with the U.S. 
Olympic team as well as the Canadian and Norwegian teams 
in Colorado and has continued to enjoy the sport his whole 
life. At the age of 60, Louis won the Gold Medal in his age 
group in the 2011 Nordic Winona Forest Tourathon at the 
Winona State Park and at the Boonville River Environmental 
Improvement Association (BREIA) along the Canal Trail.  
What an amazing feat!  

Louis has worked on a 600 cow/calf operation as a Range 
Rider and professionally raced a team of sled dogs.  But his 
true passion is cows.  

C
In 1977, Louis came back to Lewis County and took over the 
farm consisting of 55 grade Holstein cows concentrating on 
building the herd to a Registered Holstein herd and 
choosing genetics based on Total Performance Index (TPI). 
According to the www.holsteinfoundation.org website, TPI 
is a selection index developed by Holstein Association USA. 
The formula is comprised of 12 traits that have proven to be 
economically significant for enhancing producer profitability 
and the overall quality of the Holstein breed. The TPI 
formula is the gold standard in ranking worldwide Holstein 
genetics, guiding genetic progress of the Holstein breed.  In 
1999, as neighboring farms went out of business, an 
addition was built on the barn doubling the herd size to 95 
registered Holstein cows and 410 acres plus an oxen team 
Sy and Willie.   

Louis’ mission statement for the farm is “Quality Milk from 
Quality Cows.” He breeds for Type first and milk production 
second. He loves “beautiful” cows. He likes to see good 
cows in the hands of good people who know what they’re 
doing. His show cows go to St. Lawrence County Fair and 
Oneida County Fair since the showmen live in these areas.  
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Louis’ goal is always striving for a better animal. His cows 
have won at least seven County Fair or Black and White Show 
Grand Champions, as well as the Reserve All New York State 
Fair four-year-old in 2011. He diversifies his livelihood by 
selling breeding livestock and marketing bulls. His animals 
have made it to the World Dairy Expo in Wisconsin and the 
Royal Canadian Expo in Canada, being nominated as All 
American and All Canadian.  

Louis said, “He was from the “hippy generation” and wanted 
to feed the world and it is important to him to be the current 
caretaker of the land and wants to make it better than it 
was.”  Louis breeds the cows by artificial insemination; a 
monthly herd check is performed by Dr. Ostrum from 
Countryside Veterinary Clinic. He grows 60 acres of corn, and 
185 acres of hay are put up as baleage in large round bales. 
He gives credit to Dr. Deanna Fuller who rents an apartment 
at the farm for planting all the flowers on the property. As 
the farm location puts him in the public eye on a regular 
basis, Louis tries to project a positive image for the dairy 
industry! 

Louis says his employees are like family to him and most of 
them are appreciative of what they have learned and what I 
have done for them. He is proud of the ten consecutive years 

he was awarded for “super milk.” In 2014, he received the 
Dairy of Distinction Award and now the Senior Farmer 
Award.  Louis is Vice President of the Lewis County Holstein 
Club, a 35-plus year member of State and National 
Associations, as well as a member of Oneida and St. 
Lawrence County Holstein Clubs, and enjoys sharing his 
knowledge and love of cows to the younger generation. He 
has three adult children Louis, Taylor, and Brooke, and a 
grandchild, Evelyn, that all reside in Myrtle Beach, SC.  

As I ended my interview, I could tell that Louis is passionate 
on making a better world and improving his herd with quality 
genetics. Even though he may have “retired“ from cross 
country skiing, I bet you will see him back on the winter trails 
soon. Join me in congratulating Louis for all his dedication in 
making our world a better place.  
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Average Rainfall for May 

Town    2015 2016 3 Year 
Avg. 

Croghan  2.47 .45 2.11 

Denmark 2.53 .80 2.03 

Greig 3.95 1.40 NA 

Harrisburg 3.38 1.64 2.70 

Lewis 5.20 2.83 3.51 

Leyden  NA 1.68 NA 

Lowville  3.30 2.93 3.11 

Martinsburg 3.58 1.28 NA 

Montague 4.15 NA NA 

New Bremen 2.30 2.00 2.95 

Pinckney 4.30 NA NA 

Talcottville  2.82 NA NA 

Turin      5.65 2.18 4.16 

Watson  NA NA NA 

West Turin  2.75 2.88 NA 

Total Average        3.57 1.56 3.02 

* Based on year(s) available

The AI Cowculator is a decision 
aid application to assist beef 
industry personnel and beef 
cattle producers the 
opportunity to determine 
whether it would be 
worthwhile to utilize artificial 
insemination or purchase and 

utilize a natural service sire to manage reproduction in 
their operations. The AI Cowculator uses actual 
producer inputs and predicted cattle values to generate 
a partial budget to determine the gain or loss per cow if 
artificial insemination were to replace natural service. 

AI Cowculator 
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Farm Machinery,  
Equipment, and Supplies 

FOR SALE: Naturally Grown 
Freezer beef for sale. Sold by the 
hanging weight, pound, whole, half or 
quarter.  For more information call 
315-348-8184.

Livestock 

FOR SALE:  Cer tified Organic and 
100% grass fed heritage breed beef for 
sale by whole, half, or mixed quarter. 
Call Cross Island Farms at  
315-482-3663 or email
organic@crossislandfarms.com for
more info.

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties 
reserve the right to reject any 
advertisement deemed unsuitable for 
our publication. 

CCE of Jefferson and Lewis Counties 
do not endorse any advertised 
product or business—we are 
providing an informational service 
only. 

Crops 

FOR SALE: One cer tified organic 
and 100% grass fed registered Belted 
Galloway bull for sale. Will be 2 years 
old in September. Call Cross Island 
Farms at 315-482-3663 or email 
organic@crossislandfarms.com for  
more info. 

FOR SALE: All regular  vegetable 
plants including cucumbers, melons, 
hot peppers (ghost, scorpion,  
jalapeno, etc.), tomatoes and some 
flowers.  Located on Route 12 in the 
Village of Copenhagen. Open 7 days a 
week, self service. 315-688-4219 

WANTED TO BUY: Triple or  
Double high round corn crib.  Please 
call 315-767-3084. 
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July 12-17, 2016 Jefferson County Fair 
Watertown, NY 

Pam Shelmidine 315-222-4494 

July 19-23, 2016 Dairy Day at the Lewis County Fair 
See page 13 for more information. 

Fair Office 315-376-8333 

July 19, 2016 
10:15 a.m. 

22nd Annual Cheese Auction 
See page 12 for more information. 

Peggy Murray 315-376-5270 
mlm40@cornell.edu 

July 30, 2016 
Starts at 9:00 a.m. 

Jefferson County Day at the Farm 
Windsong Dairy (Diesel and Katie Hitt) 
20981 Fassett Road, Adams Center, NY 

Jefferson County Soil and Water 
315-782-2749
http://jeffersoncountyswcd.org/

August 4-6, 2016 Grasstravaganza 
Alfred State Campus 

Karen Meade 607-587-4714 

August 27, 2016 North Country Challenge: 4 mile race 2 mile walk 
Oswagatchie FFA Camp 

Farm Credit East 315-782-6050 

October 1, 2016 Family Farm Day: Peter and Sandy Jones 
Copenhagen, NY 

Mellissa Spence 315-376-5270 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 




