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NYFFA has had a fun filled 
summer so far! State Officers 
spent most of their time with 
members at Camp Oswegatchie, 
facilitating the leadership class- 
Survivor: Land of the Dark 
Waters! Campers had a lot of fun 
making connections with people 
from across the state and 
learning valuable life skills from 
low ropes activites, leadership 
classes, to reflections.  
 
Fair Season is underway and 
many members are showing 
livestock or checking out 
exhibits. The Tioga County Fair 
was a lot of fun, and community 
members took the time to 
celebrate the establishment of a 
new agricultural building and 
FFA in Tioga County again. 
 
Students met at Alfred State 
College on August 1st for the 
second annual inTENse 
conference. We spent the week  

 
touring college and agriculture 
businesses, learning from 
professionals and getting a feel 
for how college classes may look. 
From Alfred we traveled to 
Cornell University, then to 
Morrisville State and SUNY 
Cobleskill. Students had 
experiences that will last a 
lifetime and had a blast doing it! 
Read more about inTENse on 
our Association page on 
Facebook!  
 
We can’t wait until the Great 
New York State Fair to teach our 
next workshop with the National 
Officer, Abbey Gretsch! So come 
check out the FFA building and 
compete in one of the many 
CDE’s, meet your State Officers 
and see what new activities we 
have to offer! 

 

 
 
District 
Updates 

See what’s happening in 
NYFFA’s Districts! 

  

 

A Word from the 
Officers 
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The John Bowne FFA 
chapter has been hard at 
work preparing for the 
upcoming school year! 
Their incoming 
sophomores are working 
on land labs to help 
better prepare them for 
the new school year. 
They spend half the day 
inside the classroom and 
the other half tending to 
their 15 by 15 plot 
growing different 
vegetables and helping to 
take care of the many 
animals in their Ag 
department. The chapter 
has also been working 
their farm stand in order 
to make a profit off the 
crops they grew. The 
members of John Bowne 
have worked very hard 
and has had a productive 
month. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Member 
Spotlight 
 
Christopher Syphertt has 
gone above and beyond 
this past month and has 
worked hard in his first 
year as a member. He is 
going to be a sophomore 
this fall and as a 
freshman, he pushed 
himself beyond 
everyone’s 
expectations.  His first 
year, he participated in 
several CDEs including 
veterinary science, food 
science, aquaculture, ag 
sales and quiz bowl. His 
ag sales team won 1st 
place at State 
Convention and is going 
to Nationals in October. 
He started his SAE in the 
Exotic Animal 
Laboratory at John 
Bowne High School 
where he cares for a 
plethora of reptiles and 
amphibians. He hopes to 
become a reptile breeder 
and exotic animal 
veterinarian in the 
future. Way to go 
Christopher! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
-New York State Fair: 8/25-9/5 
 
-Big E: 9/16-9/17 (FFA Events) 
 
-State Officer Tour: 10/3-10/7 
 -10/3: John Bowne 
 -10/4: Greenwich 
 -10/5: Canton 
 -10/6: Cazenovia 
 -10/7: Marcus Whitman 
 
-COLT Conference: 10/8 
 
-National FFA Convention: 
10/19-10/22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

District One 
by Kim Doyle 
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District Two has been 
working hard these past 
few weeks preparing for 
their county fairs and the 
upcoming state fair! 
Warwick Valley attended 
Camp Oswegatchie and 
had three CITs and a 
camp officer, and the 
camper of the week! 
They also spent time 
preparing for their 
county fair, where they 
set up their own 
landscape display and 
sold corsages and cut 
flower arrangements. 
The chapter also holds 
competitions in the areas 
of wildlife, horticulture, 
forage crops, and 
vegetables. They hold 
small engine and 
tractoring driving 
competitions as well! 
Cobleskill-Richmondville 
held a barbecue and 
kickball game to connect 
with the community and 
get ready for the new 
year. Their officer team 
is off to a great start with 
two officer meetings 
already in the books! 
Greenville has been hard 
at work preparing for 
state fair! The chapter is 

currently working at 
their county youth fair at 
a slush factory and 
milkshake stand. Many 
of their members are 
showing animals for the 
first time ever! Tri-Valley 
members took the 
opportunity to 
experience agriculture 
from across the world 
this past month with 
their international trip to 
five different countries! 
Sharon Springs has been 
practicing for state fair in 
hopes of placing first and 
continuing on to 
National convention in 
October. They also 
attended Camp 
Oswegatchie and two 
banquet officers, 
President and Reporter. 
District Two has been 
very busy this month! 
 

Member 
Spotlight 
One member of District 
Two really stood out this 
month. Zach Chenier 
from the Cobleskill-
Richmondville has truly 
bled blue over the past 
few months, earning him 
this month's member 
spotlight. Zach has been 
working on his SAE with 

his community, 
providing and selling 
bedding plants and 
hydroponic greens in the 
winter. He has 
participated in multiple 
CDEs, including 
Agricultural Issues 
Forum, which placed 

first at district and sub-
state levels, Food Science 
and Technology, and his 
personal favorite, Job 
Interview. Zach has a 
strong passion for FFA, 
and loves that he is able 
to wear the blue jacket 
and make an imprint on 
his home and 
community at all events. 
Congratulations Zach 
and keep up the great 
work! 

District Two 
by Kim Doyle 
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Last month District 
Three members were 
kept busy preparing and 
competing at county 
fairs and “agvocating” for 
the industry we love! 
Last month Schuylerville 
FFA members were 
present at Saratoga 
County’s Sundae on the 
Farm tour, where they 
were given the chance to 
inform the public about 
agricultural education 
and the amazing 
opportunities FFA holds. 
Later in the month, their 
chapter was present at 
the Saratoga County 
Fair. At the fair, they 
operated a booth with 
FFA flyers and 
magazines to hand out to 
the public. To top it all 
off, the Schuylerville FFA 
Chapter received the 
Importance in 
Agriculture award from 
the USDA! 
Congratulations  
Schuylerville for all of 
your hard work!  
 
FFA members in the 
north end of District 
Three were busy last 
week at the Clinton 
County Fair. Over 40 

students participated in 
dairy showmanship and 
contests such as Meat 
Identification, Wildlife 
Identification, and 
Agronomy. In addition 
to the large number of 
dairy cattle, the barn 
housed educational 
exhibits, chickens, 
rabbits, and a beef calf. 
Northern Adirondack 
members Dolan Gilmore 
and Patrice Jarvis were 
even featured on the 
local news! Keep up the 
great work District 
Three! 
 

Member 
Spotlight 
This month's member 
spotlight features Alexis 
Kerr of the Northern 
Adirondack FFA Chapter. 
Alexis is getting ready to 
enter her sophomore year 
as a 6th year FFA member. 
This year she is serving her 
chapter as Northern 
Adirondack’s Vice 
President. Throughout her 
time in FFA Alexis has 
competed in various CDE's 
including Dairy Judging, 
Parliamentary Procedure, 
Wildlife Identification, 
Junior Chapter Meeting, 

and Junior Quiz Bowl. In a 
few short weeks, Alexis 
will be representing her 
chapter as a competitor in 
the Dairy Handler’s CDE. 

Alexis has an SAE in dairy 
production on her family's 
dairy farm, 5AKerrs farm 
where she cares two of her 
own animals. Alexis' 
favorite part of FFA is 
attending state convention 
with her many fellow 
chapter members. Outside 
of her busy FFA schedule, 
Alexis plays volleyball and 
is a member of her school's 
cheerleading team. In the 
future, Alexis wishes to go 
into a veterinarian 
technician program. Great 
job Alexis, keep up your 
hard work! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Three 
by Grace Harrigan  
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Many of the members in 
District Four are in full 
swing during the 
summer, showing their 
animals at their county 
fair. Students show 
livestock such as horses, 
goats, cows, and sheep, 
all competing for the 
chance to show at the 
state level. 

Member 
Spotlight 
This month's member 
spotlight has proven to 
be a rock star in the 
show ring. Edwin 
Thompson from Unadilla 
Valley holds the position 
of chapter student 
advisor. “Eddie” has 
been interested in 
showing since he was 
very young, showing his 
family’s registered 
Holstein dairy cows at 
Chenango County fair. 
He has been very active 
in his FFA chapter, as he 
attended National 
Convention twice and 
has participated in many 
competitions throughout  

 
 
his 3 years in high 
school. He has competed 
in many CDEs, including 
Extemporaneous Public 
Speaking, People in 
Agriculture, and Quiz 
Bowl. Eddie is a hard 
worker both in and out 
of the classroom. He 
works on his family’s 
dairy farm raising and 
milking around 60 
Holsteins. Edwin’s 
hobbies include hunting 
deer and turkey, working 
on his farm, and being 
involved in his FFA 
chapter. District Four is 
so proud of you Eddie! 

 

 

 

 

There were 1,028 
open 

agriculture 
education 
teaching positions 

nationwide in 
2015 
 

   

 
Newtown 
Pippin apples are 

native to New 
York City 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT FFA VISIT 
NYSFFA.ORG 

 

  

  

FAST FACTS District Four 
by Megan Peila  
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DeRuyter and VVS 
chapters recently 
participated in the 
Summer Maple Tour on 
July 17th through 19th. 
The Summer Maple Tour 
allows people to visit 
maple producers in 
different areas across the 
state. This year, 
participants visited 
Chenango and Cortland 
counties. The DeRuyter 
FFA Chapter was one of 
eleven maple producers 
visited. During the tour, 
members showed visitors 
how they make maple 
syrup during the maple 
season. Johnny Wood 
from the DeRuyter FFA 
Chapter shared, “It was a 
great way to see so many 
people interested in maple 
syrup and our Agriculture 
Program at school”. The 
VVS FFA Chapter got to 
experience the Summer 
Maple Tour from the 
opposite viewpoint, 
learning different 
techniques for maple 
production. We hope both 
chapters enjoyed Summer 
Maple Tour, it sounds like 
it was a sweet event! The 
Hamilton, Madison, 
Mohawk Valley, 
Stockbridge Valley, and 
Vernon Verona Sherrill 
FFA Chapters enjoyed 

activities such as kayaking, 
hikes to Trout Falls, 
Leadership Class and Arts 
and Crafts during their 
week at Camp 
Oswegatchie. District 
Five’s passion for FFA was 
made clear this summer as 
we had seven banquet 
officers at Camp O. 

Congratulations to those 
who were elected!    

Member 
Spotlight 
Taylor Rollins from 
Madison has been a 
dedicated member to her 
FFA Chapter ever since she 
joined in seventh grade. 
When Taylor was asked 
who or what had 
influenced her to join FFA 
she responded saying that 
Taylor McNamara, the 
current State FFA 
Reporter and fellow 
Madison FFA member 
encouraged her to pursue 
her interests in agriculture 
and join the FFA. Taylor 
competed in the Creed 
speaking CDE her very 

first year in FFA. She says 
it’s her favorite contest 
because, “everyone says 
the same thing- what sets 
me apart is my drive, 
passion, and motivation 
toward the words I am 
reciting.” Along with 
competing in Creed, Taylor 
is on her way to success 
with a very unique SAE. 
Taylor and her FFA 
Chapter raise rabbits and 
Taylor is their primary 
caretaker. She plans to 
own and selectively breed 
rabbits in the future. Her 
favorite part of FFA is 
getting to know people 
from different chapters, 
and her favorite memory is 
when District Five got 
together and had a picnic, 
played games, and enjoyed 
each other’s company. 
Taylor says she would 
“encourage everyone to 
partake in FFA activities. 
It helps you make friends 
and learn about others and 
their outlook on the 
world.” Taylor’s bubbly 
personality and her 
dedication is her key to 
success! Keep up the good 
work Taylor!   

District Five 
by Megan Lamb 



 7 

 

 

 

This past month District 
6 has remained busy! 
Multiple students 
participated in local 
county fairs. Students 
participated in CDE’s 
that they might like to 
try at state fair, showed 
animals, and 
volunteered. District 6 
also had members that 
attended Camp 
Oswegatchie for a week, 
and participated in the 
inTENse conference! It's 
so great to see members 
that remain active over 
the summer! Keep up the 
great work, and I can’t 
wait to see you guys at 
state fair! 

 
Member 
Spotlight 
 

This month’s Member 
Spotlight goes to Paige 
Thorne from Carthage 
Central School. Paige is a 
junior, and a very active 
FFA member that 
everyone should get to 
know. She is always 

willing to help people out 
even if they are her 
competition. Paige is 
also an excellent leader 
and this past year she 
served Carthage FFA as 
chapter Secretary. She 
serves as a leader in her 
school by participating in 
their student 
government program, 
through which she is a 
part of many different 

committees. 
Paige was 
also on 
nominating 
committee 
and was part 
of the process 
of selecting 
your 2016--
2017 New 

York FFA State line 
officers. Paige is 
continuously improving 
and building upon her 
SAE in agriscience, 
attending conventions 
and competing. For her 
SAE, Paige is comparing 

the growth of basil 
planted in different 
ways. The three 
ways she is testing 
are aquaponics, 
hydroponics, and 
traditional planting. 
Paige has attended 
state and national 
conventions, the 

212/360 leadership 
conference, and 
governmental 
awareness. Paige has 
also attended Eastern 
States and State Fair 
competing in 
Electrification and Dairy 
Foods Judging where she 
took 14th place. Paige 
and her team members, 
Amanda Wood, Joshua 
Chisholm, and Taylor 
Hodge took 2nd place. 
Keep up the great work 
Paige! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Six 
by Lesley Aucter 
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Member 
Spotlight 
 
This month in District 
Seven, a member who 
has exemplified what 
FFA stands for is Hailey 
Forbes of the Homer 
FFA chapter. 
Hailey is 
currently serving 
as the Vice 
President of her 
chapter; she has 
also been the 
Secretary and 
Reporter in past 
years. Hailey is 
involved in 4-H and is 
serving her second year 
as the first alternate 
Dairy Princess. She 
travels to schools and 
agriculture related 
events to speak on behalf 
of the amazing industry 
that she loves. She even 
helped her school get the 
program Fuel Up to Play 
60. In her free time, she 
rides horses and is an 
avid writer. She enjoys 
writing about 

agricultural issues such 
as the humanity of the 
dairy industry and 
GMO's. She is currently 
writing a piece about 
organic versus non- 
organic farming, and 
hopes to be published 
one day. Her favorite 
thing about FFA is 
meeting new people 
from all over the country 
and learning about their 
common interests and 
differences. “I have the 

ability to learn so much 
interacting with other 
members about 
industries that they are 
passionate about,” 
Hailey shares. She is 
proud of the skills that 
she has learned through 
FFA, such as public 
speaking and the ability 
to connect with others. 
One of Hailey's most 
memorable FFA 
moments was when her 
sister let one of the 
seniors play with her 

stethoscope and he 
thought he could take 
the pulse of a baby 
carrot. In Hailey's words, 
“I fell off the bench 
laughing! FFA is full of 
‘you had to be there’ kind 
of moments.” Hailey has 
competed in Creed 
speaking, Ag Issues, 
Prepared speaking, and 
her favorite, 
Extemporaneous 
speaking. Her plan for 
the future is to enlist in 
the Air Force and work 
as a police officer. She 
then would like to attend 
college for horse therapy 
to help disabled children, 
veterans and other 
adults with the use of 
horses. Hailey definitely 
deserves the Member of 
the Month award. Keep 
up the good work Hailey! 
 

 

District Seven 
by Sequoia Dixon 
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Member 
Spotlight 
 
This month’s FFA 
member definitely 
deserves the title of 
Member of the 
Month.  Paige Williams 

has been a member of 
the Pioneer FFA chapter 
for six years. She is 16 
years old and is 
thoroughly involved in 
her chapter, making 
them very proud to have 
her as a member.  Paige 
received first place in 
agronomy at the state 
fair and has competed at 
the national level.  She 
has also gone to compete 
at state convention in Ag 
Sales, Chapter Meeting, 

and People in 
Agriculture. Paige is 
currently working on her 
SAE in both Dairy and 
Equine Management 
while working on her 
family grain farm, and 
hopes to receive her 
Empire Degree. She 
plans on attending 
college for agronomy to 
become an agronomist 
and work for local seed 
companies following 

school. Horses 
are a passion of 
Paige’s as well. 
She’s been 
riding for nine 
years on her 
thoroughbred 
named Allie, 
furthering her 
SAE. When she 
is not in the 

barn or in the ag room, 
you’ll most likely find 
this girl playing field 
hockey, softball, or 
spending time with her 
family. Paige definitely 
has everything planned 
out and we know she will 
go even further than she 
hopes to.  District Nine is 
so proud of your 
accomplishments. 
Congratulations Paige!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fun Facts 
about soil! 

District Nine 
by Marissa Folts 
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Every FFA student 
knows that this part of 
summer is known as the 
fair season. All across 
District Ten, FFA 
students are involving 
themselves in many 
activities at the fair. All 
of their hard work is 
paying off now that 
students have the 
opportunity to show 
their animals at local 
fairs. There have also 
been numerous students 
competing in Dairy 
Judging, Livestock 
Judging and 
Field/Forage contests. 
These FFA members are 
definitely making lots of 
memories and serving 
the FFA in an amazing 
way. 

Member 
Spotlight 
 

Morgan Motherwell is 
just one of the 
outstanding FFA 
members in District Ten, 
but through many years 
Morgan has made an 

undeniable imprint in 
her agriculture career. 
Morgan graduated this 
June with many years of 
agriculture under her 
belt. Morgan has been a 
very active member of 
the Sherman FFA 
chapter for five years. 

She served as both 
chapter president also 
District President during 
her time in FFA. Her 
leadership skills are 
impressive and her 
competition skills are 
outstanding! Not many 
FFA members can say 
that they were able 
to compete at 
Nationals let alone 
place at the 
national level. This 
extraordinary 
member placed 7th 
in the nation in the 
Agriscience Fair! 
She also placed 1st 

in Livestock and Dairy 
Judging at her local fair. 
On top of that, she 
placed 1st in Junior and 
Senior Extemporaneous 
Speaking at Districts. 
Most teenagers would 
spend their summer days 
at the beach, but not 
Morgan. This summer 
Morgan has had the 
amazing opportunity to 
be part of the Project 
Wild America Youth 
Ambassadors Program. 
She spends her time 
collecting data on 
various populations, 
invasive species and 
more. This will definitely 
benefit her in the future 
with plans of attending 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology with a major 
in biology. Although it is 
hard to see her go, she 
has shown us how to be 
amazing FFA members. 
Good luck at college and 
thank you for all that you 
have done Morgan!      

District Ten 
by Jenna Kibbe 
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Camille Ledoux     

State President                                                                                                                     

Beaver River FFA 

I really enjoyed facilitating our Survivor workshop at Camp Oswegatchie 
because it helped me improve my leadership skill set, and gave me valuable 
insight as to how others think and perceive events that occur around them. I 
also had a great time serving meals to campers in Widrick, and had fun listening 
to them recount the day’s activities as well as get excited for what was yet to 
come. While visiting campsites, I had lots of meaningful conversations with 
campers and learned about FFA and agricultural education across the state. 
Color and Sip was an interesting activity because I had the opportunity to listen 
to music, hear stories and laugh with everyone who came to Getman Lodge. Summer camp was a blast 
and I learned so much while I was there. I can’t wait to see all the members I met there at future FFA 
events! 

 

Seth Browe 

State Vice President 

Granville FFA 

This summer I spent a long three weeks at camp. Yes, I was tired, yes, I missed 
home, but I loved every single second of it. On top of facilitating workshops and 
afternoon activities, serving food and meeting new people from all around the 
state, I looked forward to advisor reflections. Every week, all the advisors did an 
incredible job, but Mr. Stole shared words Week five that made a lot of sense to 
me. He said, “It’s the people that make Camp O, Camp O.” You see, I was at 
camp on the weekend between weeks two and three. As I walked around camp I 
realized that something was missing. Yes, Camp O is a beautiful place, but the magic is gone without the 
people. The sound of nature is beautiful, but at camp it’s the laughter, the conversation, and the yelling 
at the GAGA pit that really make it feel like home. All of these sounds have become part of the sounds of 
nature at camp. With that being said, my favorite part of camp, and the part I will miss the most is the 
people. 

 

 

A Word from the Officers 
  

Read all about a summer in the life of a State 
Officer! You will hear about our favorite parts of 
Camp Oswegatchie and how summer is 
different when you’re in the FFA! 
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Katherine Killenbeck 

State Secretary 

South Jefferson FFA 

Camp Oswegatchie is one of my favorite places in the whole world because I get 
to spend time with other members and make connections with them. Also, camp 
has something for everybody between mountain biking, horseback riding, and 
high ropes, you're never be bored while you are there. At Camp Oswegatchie you 
get to watch students grow in ways you may not get to see in any other setting. As 
they leave their comfort zones in the high and low ropes courses and reach out to 
make new friends from all over the state, students grow and become better 
versions of themselves. Making connections with students gives others the ability 
to see them for who they really are, and gives students a chance to see the 
incredible diversity of perspective seen across our state. Camp brings students together, both 
emotionally and over the long distances traveled to attend camp. In addition to camp, summer in FFA is 
jam packed with many fun activities, such as competitions, conferences, and fairs. Personally, my 
favorite part of the summer program is our Career Development Events that take place at our fairs that 
give students the opportunity to compete in aspects of agriculture in which they are interested. We also 
held the inTENse conference in which members tour the state and visit colleges, agribusinesses, and are 
exposed to countless careers in the agriculture industry that many may not be aware of. There is never a 
dull moment in our vibrant summer programs. 

 

Jacob Ax 

State Treasurer  

Stockbridge Valley FFA 

Every summer as school ends and we all part ways until September, I make my 
way up to the Adirondack Park. No cell service for miles, four ponds, and 
hundreds of acres of land. You would think it might get lonely, but Camp 
Oswegatchie is where I call home for the summer. When the campers arrive, 
everything feels right. Chatting with FFA members, coloring and sipping in 
Getman, and visiting various campsites every night makes the time fly by! Empire 
Farm Days allows students to showcase skills in tractor driving and welding. I 
love watching students compete with such passion and dedication. The next event is the State Fair, 
which is a perfect place to share FFA and agriculture knowledge to the citizens of New York State. Also, 
teams and individuals compete to move on to nationals representing the entire state of New York. This is 
all incredible, but my favorite part of the summer is just meeting new people who come to Camp 
Oswegatchie and being able to see how they are connected to the FFA and Oswegatchie history.  
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Taylor McNamara 

State Reporter 

Madison FFA 

My first summer in FFA was a little overwhelming, because I was constantly busy 
doing things I had never done before. In FFA, I have been afforded the 
opportunity to work at Antique Week in Bouckville, selling ice cream with my 
friends and parking cars in the hot sun. I remember taking the ice cream wagons 
and riding them down the hill when business was slow, and making memories all 
summer long. One of my favorite parts of the summer is working the trams at the 
state fair. All day, I rode the tram and told visitors about the exciting events 
happening at the fair. I was able to talk about FFA and agriculture with strangers, and listen to their 
passions and stories. I learned many important lessons from people that didn’t even know my last time. 
This summer was different than most because instead of being camper at Camp Oswegatchie as I always 
was before, I had the opportunity to participate in reflections as a State Officer, facilitate the leadership 
workshop, and serve meals to campers! It was a lot of fun watching campers make real life connections 
to the games played and lessons taught during leadership. I will never forget the people I met, the laughs 
I had, and the memories I made this summer at Camp Oswegatchie.  

 

Matthew Currie 

State Sentinel 

Tully FFA 

My favorite part of Camp Oswegatchie would have to be spending time with 
members at campsites!  Campsites offer a more relaxed atmosphere which allows 
campers to let their own light shine!  I loved seeing and meeting so many new 
people in main camp, but I loved seeing how some campers had the same 
personality and how others had a totally new personality back at the campsites. 
This was always my favorite part, even if I and many others dreaded the long walk 
to campsites after a fun-filled day of Camp O.  Summer in FFA is eventful and 
helps push you to go out and do things that you might not do on any other occasion. You will only get out 
of it what you put into it. Just like Camp O, the opportunities throughout the summer are exhilarating, 
not only because they are some of the most fun experiences, but because they also help you keep in touch 
with your network of friends from across the state! 
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xperience allowed me t o spend time getting t o kn ow membe rs from a ll across New York State by teaching w orksh ops, serv ing me als, and stay ing the night at d ifferent campsite s. I am looking f orwa rd to visiting D ist rict 3 f or my chapter v isits. I am so excited to interact with chapt er members and tour the ir FF A programs. My orite holiday tradit ion i4uroor 
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