
Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (AFNR)  
Sunday, July 28 - Wednesday, August 7, 2019 

 
Location: Lowville, New York 

Orientation Date: July 28, 2016 
Institute Dates: July 29 – August 7, 2019 

Weekend Days Off: Saturday and Sunday, August 3 and 4, 2019 
Lunch Schedule: Short 

Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (AFNR) introduces students to the range of agricultural 
opportunities and the pathways of study they may pursue. Science, mathematics, reading, and writing components 
are woven in the context of agriculture and students will use the introductory skills and knowledge developed in this 
course throughout the CASE™ curriculum. 

Woven throughout the course are activities to develop and improve employability skills of students through practical 
applications. Students will explore career and post-secondary opportunities in each area of the course. 

Students participating in the Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources course will experience hands-
on activities, projects, and problems. Student experiences will involve the study of communication, the science of 
agriculture, plants, animals, natural resources, and agricultural mechanics. While surveying the opportunities 
available in agriculture and natural resources, students will learn to solve problems, conduct research, analyze data, 
work in teams, and take responsibility for their work, actions, and learning. For example, students will work in groups 
to determine the efficiency and environmental impacts of fuel sources in a practical learning exercise. 

The Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources course is intended to serve as the introductory course 
within the CASE Program of Study. The course is structured to enable all students to have a variety of experiences 
that will provide an overview of the fields of agricultural science and natural resources so that students may continue 
through a sequence of courses through high school. The knowledge and skills students develop will be used in future 
courses within the CASE program. 

In addition, students will understand specific connections between their lessons and Supervised Agricultural 
Experience and FFA components that are important for the development of an informed agricultural education 
student. Students will investigate, experiment, and learn about documenting a project, solving problems, and 
communicating their solutions to their peers and members of the professional community. 

The Introduction to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources course includes: 

- Agricultural Education – Agriculture, FFA, and SAE 
- Communication Methods 
- Science Processes 
- Natural Resources 
- Plants and Animals 
- Agricultural Mechanics 

 



Professional Development:  The strength of CASE is in the intense and thorough professional development provided 
to all those who choose to adopt the curriculum. To obtain the CASE curriculum, teachers are required to attend a 
60-hour concurrent session CASE Institute. This professional development workshop equips teachers to use the 
curriculum to its fullest potential by preparing them to lead students through a series of meaningful, sequential 
activities, problems and projects couched in agriculture subject matter. 

Curriculum:  A comprehensive set of all instructional materials required to teach a full year course in AFNR. This 
includes lessons that build on each previous lesson coupled with inquiry-based lesson delivery style, leading students 
to a higher understanding of big-picture science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) concepts. At CASE 
Institutes, teachers become familiar not only with the curriculum itself, but with delivering lessons using inquiry-
based instruction, student-directed learning, and activities, projects and problems. Because it is STEM-based, science 
lab equipment and other specialized equipment is often required for the lessons. Many agriculture programs 
successfully partner with their school’s science department to share resources, or find other sources for supplies and 
equipment to complement their budgets. Free updates to the curriculum are provided every three years. 
 
Cost: The $2,800 comprehensive institute cost includes the complete AFNR CASE Curriculum, 60 hours of 
professional development, and all meals and lodging. Single supplement for accommodations is $300. Commuters 
without lodging may deduct $350 from the total. 

For more information on this course, explore the links below. 

AFNR Course Description 

AFNR Expanded Lesson Review 

Standards Alignment Matrices 

AFNR Course Brochure 
 
Graduate Credit:  Graduate credit is available at an additional cost. If you are interested in learning more about this 
please contact Jeff Perry at jap225@cornell.edu. 
 
Schedule:  Plan to arrive at Lowville Academy and Central School by 5:00pm on Sunday, July 28. 2019 for your 
institute orientation.  During orientation, you will be provided with a complete schedule for the duration of the 
institute.   

• There will be a one hour break each day with lunch served at the school. 
• Each evening will be a scheduled group meal for all participants, with group activities, or participants will be 

provided with funds to dine on their own. Participants will have homework to complete each evening.  
• Participants must successfully complete 60 hours of instructional time.  
• ALL participants MUST be present for the entire CASE Institute 

 
Week One: Sunday, July 28. 2019 at 5pm to Friday, August 2, 2019 at 5:00pm 
 
Week Two: Monday, August 5, 2019 at 8am to Wednesday, August 7, 2019 at 12pm   
 
Meals:  A continental breakfast will be provided each day at the River View Lodge for overnight guests.  Breakfast will 
be on your own for commuters. Lunch, dinner, and daily snacks will be provided for participants each day of 
instruction.  Some dinners will be on your own and funds will be provided as well as recommendations to allow 
participants time to enjoy the local area.  During the weekend “off” participants will be on their own for meals. 
 
Weekend Off: August 3 and 4, 2019 Institute participants will have the weekend free to explore beautiful upstate 
New York.  Lowville is a ½ hour from the New York State FFA Camp Oswegatchie, an hour from the St. Lawrence 

http://www.case4learning.org/images/documents/AFNR_Course_Description.pdf
http://www.case4learning.org/images/documents/2017AFNR_Expanded_Review.pdf
http://www.case4learning.org/index.php/curriculum/curriculum-standards-alignment
http://www.case4learning.org/images/documents/2017Documents/AFNR_CASE_Brochure_2017_nocropsmlr.pdf
mailto:%20jap255@cornell.edu
http://www.oswegatchie.org/


Seaway and the 1,000 Islands; an hour from historic Old Forge; two hours from Lake Placid, home of the Adirondack 
High Peaks, Whiteface Mountain, and Olympic Village. For the more ambitious, you can take a 5.5 hour (each way) 
overnight trip to Manhattan. Each participant will have their room at the Ridge View Lodge for the entire duration of 
the Institute.  All weekend activities (including meals) will be the responsibility of participants. **All day off activities 
(including meals) will be the responsibility of participants.**     
 
Lodging:  The Ridge View Lodge is located 1.7 miles, from Lowville Academy and Central School.  Each participant has 
been placed in a double occupancy room unless you requested to pay an additional $300 fee for a single occupancy 
room based on availability.  If you have chosen to commute, you will be required to complete the CASE institute 
commuter Memorandum of Understanding and bring it with you to registration on Sunday, July 28, 2019. Here is a 
link to the Ridge View Lodge.  The Ridge View has coin operated laundry facilities, wireless internet and each room 
has a mini-fridge and microwave.  Guests can check into their rooms at the Ridge View any time after 2:00pm on 
Sunday, July 28, 2019.  Pets are not permitted during the Institute. 
 
Transportation:  The closest airports are Syracuse (80 miles) or Watertown (35 miles). Please let us know if you need 
transportation arranged from either airport. 
 
Institute Location:  Lowville Academy and Central School was chartered by the State of New York in 1808, occupies a 
single pre-kindergarten through grade 12 building and serves approximately 1,420 students. The school, with a 
professional teaching staff of 135 and an instructional support staff of 110, has long enjoyed a reputation for 
excellence in the North Country. Lowville, the seat of Lewis County, lies in the Black River Valley between the foothills 
of the Adirondacks and the Tug Hill Plateau. 
 
Are you interested in learning more about CASE? Contact Shari Lighthall at slighthall@cornell.edu or 315-346-1222 or 
Melvin Phelps at MPhelps@lowvilleacademy.org or 315-778-6712. 
 

https://visit1000islands.com/
http://www.oldforgeny.com/
http://www.lakeplacid.com/
http://www.nycgo.com/
http://www.ridge-view.com/
mailto:slighthall@cornell.edu
mailto:MPhelps@lowvilleacademy.org
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