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  NY Agricultural  
  Educators   

The Cornell Agricultural Education Outreach staff, NYAAE Executive Council, and the-
New York State Education Department invite you to Celebrate 100 Years of  
Agricultural Education at the 2017 Professional Development Conference for Agricul-
tural Educators at the Oswegatchie Educational Center in Croghan, NY from Tuesday, 
June 20 - Friday, June 23, 2017.  

The goal of the annual professional development conference is to enhance the quality of  
instructional programs for secondary agricultural educators through in-service educa-
tion with activity based workshops that address the needs of our constantly changing 
agricultural and agriscience programs. Sessions are designed to both raise the scientific 
rigor of agricultural courses and provide middle, high, and postsecondary educators 
with new technologies and resources for their classrooms. 

This high-quality professional development opportunity meets the Continuing Teacher 
and Leader Education (CTLE) criteria pursuant to Section 80-6 of the Regulations of 
the Commissioner of Education. By attending this conference each teacher will receive 
more than 26 professional development hours.   

This conference has something for everyone.  
We are looking forward to seeing each of you in June! 

Celebrating 100 Years of Agricultural Education 

June 20 - 23, 2017 | Oswegatchie Educational Center 



100 Years of Agricultural Education 
Past – Present - Future 

What was happening 100 years ago…Albert Einstein was busily publishing his first pa-
per on Cosmology…Houdini was performing his buried alive trick for his first audience…and 
Smith-Hughes were forever changing the face of education through the creation of funding for 
agricultural education within the realm of vocational-technical education. One hundred years 
of service, leadership, and education has helped to sustain and grow agriculture in this state 
and the officers of the NYAAE look forward to coming together to celebrate the past, respond 
to the present, and plan for the future. 

Agricultural education has grown in the state of New York over the past 100 years and 
continues to change every day. John F. Kennedy stated “Ask not what your country can do for 
you, but what you can do for your country” in his 1961 inaugural address and agriculture teach-
ers answer this question every day. We honor the past by providing instruction and leadership 
to the students we teach. We celebrate the generations of agriculturalists who have come before 
us and who have helped prepare our paths. We sow the seeds of learning and keep tradition 
alive in our communities. 

We are Present. In the year 2017, education is changing and is uncertain in many areas. 
However, this is the time when we need to ask the question “Ask not what your profession can 
do for you, but what you can do for your profession.” This year, more than any before, we need 
to come together and learn. Change is needed, as is camaraderie, but in order to meet these 
needs, growth and preparation must take place now. This conference will help provide profes-
sional development to grow your program as well as personal growth opportunities to grow 
yourselves. Come and be present to prepare for your future. 

The Future of agriculture is bright. In 1917, when Congress passed the Smith-Hughes 
Act unanimously, there was a time for change and a need for it. That time and that need are 
still present in every classroom that provides agricultural information. As teachers, we need to 
inspire our students to inquiry. They need to become the masters of their own learning and 
they need to be engaged and excited. We also need to feel this way about our profession.  We 
are needed to provide food, fiber, and leadership in the world and our future will be filled with 
even more successes than our 
present and past. 

John F Kennedy also 
stated, “I once asked my gar-
dener to plant a tree. The gar-
dener objected that the tree 
was slow growing and would 
not reach maturity for 100 
years. I replied, ‘In that case, 
there is no time to lose; plant it 
this afternoon.” New York  
Agricultural Educators, we 
have no time to lose because 
when someone looks back from 
the year 2117, at the 200th  
Anniversary of the Agricultural 
Education, what legacy do you 
want them to see? 

Register today to 
begin to leave your own 

mark on that future! 

  



Tuesday, June 20 

1:00 pm Conference registration/Check in 

2:00 pm NAAE AgI2 Institute Opening Session  

3:30 pm Break during AgI2 Institute  

5:30 pm Dinner 

6:30 pm 
Opening General Session and NYAAE Business Session 

Breakout! Workshop 

9:00 pm 
Informal reception for all new teachers, conference participants, 

and guests 

Wednesday, June 21 

5:19 am Solstice Sunrise Hike or Kayak (optional) 

7:00 am Breakfast 

8:00 am NAAE AgI2 Institute   

10:00 am Break during AgI2 Institute  

12:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 pm 

Field to Fork, Beef up your Animal Science Curriculum 

Adirondack Wildlife and Natural History 

Understanding Pressure in Small Engine Carburetors 

2:30 pm Break 

3:00 pm 

Field to Fork, Beef up your Animal Science Curriculum 

Adirondack Wildlife and Natural History 

Understanding Pressure in Small Engine Carburetors 

5:30 pm Dinner 

6:30 pm 
Summer Solstice Leadership Experience at the Ropes Course  

(8:48pm sunset) Wagon Ride, Bonfires, and S’mores 



Thursday, June 22 

7:00 am Breakfast 

8:00 am NAAE AgI2 Institute  

10:00 am Break during AgI2 Institute  

12:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 pm 

Molding a Better Advocate 

Exploration of Long Pond 

Marble Run Chicken...New Veterinary Sci. Curriculum 

2:30 pm Break 

3:00 pm 

Molding a Better Advocate 

Exploration of Long Pond 

Marble Run Chicken...New Veterinary Sci. Curriculum 

5:15 pm Social hour with Hors d’oeuvres 

6:00 pm 
NYAAE Awards Dinner and Banquet/Evening Activity  

“Celebrating 100 years of Agricultural Education” 

Friday, June 23 

7:00 am Solstice Sunrise Hike or Kayak (optional) 

8:00 am NAAE AgI2 Institute   

10:00 am Break during AgI2 Institute  

12:00 pm Lunch and Depart for home 



NAAE AgI2 Institute  
“Is a Double Stuffed Oreo truly double stuffed and what criteria would 
allow you to make this determination?” “How many years would it take 
the average consumer to recoup the costs of installing solar panels 
based on average energy consumption in New York State and how could you tell the average 
solar power production in our area?” “What is the best way to train a mouse to go through an 
obstacle course?” 

Inquiry – the act of asking for information. As teachers we ask our students to come up with 
answers to questions daily. We check for understanding in what we are teaching and we  
develop lessons that aim to increase their knowledge. We are doing the majority of the work 
though, spoon feeding information to our students so that they can hopefully answer the 
questions that we ask. What if WE could shift the learning to make students inquire? Make 
students more engaged? Make students want to learn more? Make students the masters of 
their knowledge?  Agdo teachers will have a unique opportunity to attend a 15 hour NAAE 
Agriscience Inquiry Institute facilitated by agricultural educators from across the country.  
This institute is not designed to change WHAT you teach, but HOW you teach agricultural 
education and cultivate your students as problems solvers and thinkers, through inquiry-
based teaching methods. Participants will receive educational resources and inquiry-based 
teaching skills to implement STEM based activities in the agricultural education classroom 
and share lesson plans, laboratory exercises and teaching strategies to enhance your instruc-
tion.  Inquiry sessions will focus on biofuels, animal science, plant science, natural resources 
conservation, solar photovoltaics, food science, and global food security. The integration of 
literacy strategies and learning standards will be a focus of each session. Each participant 
that completes the 15 hour  institute will receive $229 in resources.  
 

NYAAE Business Session 
Tina Miner-James, NYAAE President, Agricultural Educator, Walton CS 
Make sure to attend this session to learn about the latest initiatives of the New York State  
Association of Agricultural Educators. At this session we will also elect new leadership for the 
organization, and hear important updates related to agricultural education. 

Break Out! 
Tedra Bean, Agricultural Educator, Belleville Henderson Central School 
Ashleigh Barnhart-Burto, Health/Physical Education, Belleville Henderson CS 

You’re locked in a room and have to solve puzzle after puzzle to work your way out…have you 
ever heard of an escape room? Locked inside with a group of people; using the clues around 
you to escape in the allotted time? The skills needed to accomplish the task are vital to our 
success as teachers - critical thinking, teamwork and problem solving – but how can we bring 
these skills to our classroom or FFA chapter? Now you can, with Breakout EDU! This is a 
unique spin where students are trying to break into a box instead of out of your classroom.  
There are a variety of games designed for every skill and age level.  Attend this workshop and 
learn about how you could implement this exciting and engaging activity in your classroom! 

Workshop Objectives:  

 To introduce teachers to Breakout EDU, an activity that stimulates teamwork, problem 
solving, critical thinking and troubleshooting by presenting challenges that ignite their 
student’s natural drive to problem-solve. 

 To provide a creative way for the integration of other subjects into agriculture and FFA 
including math, science, history, and language arts. 

 To provide a fun experience for teachers to give to their students that directly relates back 
to real world collaboration, which students will use throughout their lives. 

Tuesday Conference Workshops and Sessions 



Field to Fork, Beef up your Animal Science Curriculum 
Katherine Brosnan, New York Beef Council  
Jean O’Toole, New York Beef Council  
From field to fork including beef in your classroom can be fun and easy. Katherine Brosnan 
and Jean O’Toole of the New York State Beef Council will provide participants with an intro-
duction to resources available from cow to cuts. Learn about Animal Care Trainings (multi-
species) available online and for free! NYBC also has locally based trainings that will intro-
duce students to animal handling, vaccination protocol and record keeping. Next we will 
discuss ideas for incorporating meat handling and cuts in an interactive demonstration of a 
subprimal fabrication. From start to finish this workshop will provide participants with use-
ful information, fresh ideas, and resources to deliver a beef unit from beginning to end.  
 

Workshop Objectives:  

 This workshop will provide participants with resources available to deliver a successful 
and interactive beef unit as part of an Animal Science Curriculum.  

 The internet is flooded with resources, we will help participants by sifting through and 
providing the most comprehensive and easily implemented beef resources available. 

 Participants will leave with a better understanding of the support NYBC can provide to 
them through their lesson content and support for beef in the classroom. 
 

Adirondack Wildlife and Natural History 
Oswegatchie Educational Center Staff 
Join your colleagues for an adventure with a trail walk and session that will focus on Adi-
rondack wildlife and natural and geological history.  During this session we will Hike to 
Trout Falls, a magnificent waterfall. This experience allows ample opportunity to converse 
with other teachers and share about your own teaching experiences with students in an out-
door setting. 
 

Under Pressure: Understanding Pressure in Small Engine  
Carburetors 
Chris Smith, Agricultural Educator, OESJ Central School 
Jason Cook, Power Distributor, Briggs and Stratton 
Do you know what a carburetor is or how one works? Do you teach about them in your small 
engine unit? If you want to know more about them and want to incorporate mechanics into 
your lessons than this workshop is for you! This interactive workshop is designed for anyone 
who works with or uses an engine - beginners to experts! Learn about interactive tools to 
teach carburetion in your classroom while we explore the clear carburetor, demonstrating 
how fuel actually moves through the carburetor! In addition, we will build our own carbure-
tors and examine pressure differences to help understand how carburetors work! If you like 
hands-on activities with new ideas on how to teach mechanics this workshop is for you. 
 

Workshop Objectives:  

 Examine how a carburetor works using a clear carburetor. 

 Understand when fuel is flowing through the main jet versus the secondary passages of a 
carburetor. 

 Construct a carburetor out of PVC to understand pressure and venturi in carburetors.  

 Collect data using the vernier pressure sensor. 

 Students will design an experiment to test the vacuum pressures on the PVC carburetor. 

 

Wednesday Conference Workshops and Sessions 



Are up for the challenge? Summer Solstice Leadership Experience  
Oswegatchie Educational Center Staff 
“In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.” This evening gives you an 
opportunity to interact with your peers in a relaxed and enjoyable environment, who knows 
you may receive more than you seek. High Ropes Adventure- You may climb and experience 
the thrills or maybe you just want to stroll out to the high ropes course to support your  
colleagues.  Experience one of the greatest adventures at Oswegatchie. Come on out to the 
ropes course, grab a harness, take a deep breath, and climb high into the trees to one of our 
high ropes elements.  The giant swing, climbing tower, zip line, and a choice of other  
elements are awaiting you during this excellent adventure.  The whole evening will be 
topped off with a warm and crackling campfire and s'more fixings! Don't miss this oppor-
tunity to celebrate the longest day of the year!  

Marble Run Chicken Meets Disenfranchised Teen: Combatting  
Everyday Boredom with Veterinary Sciences 
Julia Smith, Agricultural Educator, Cayuga Onondaga BOCES 
From bones to biotechnology and parasites to the pulmonary system, a career and a future 
in veterinary science is one of the most important aspects of agricultural education. Origi-
nally released in 2003, the Cornell Veterinary Sciences curriculum laid the groundwork for 
new classes in veterinary science that proved to be innovative and engaging for students. 
Cornell is excited to release the newly revised, extremely comprehensive, 2017 curriculum 
than encompasses more than 180 lessons to prepare students to participate in the National 
FFA Veterinary Sciences CDE. With embedded STEM and literacy techniques, as well as  
introductory through advanced lessons, this curriculum is appropriate for teachers with an 
introduction to agri-science class or an honors class. Teachers receive the entire curriculum 
and then can pick and choose lessons that best fit their needs. This curriculum is highly 
comprehensive and hands teachers complete lessons with cost effective material purchases. 
With engaging new activities, this curriculum will provide a fantastic resource for all animal 
science courses. Participants in this workshop will engage in engineering a marble run avian 
digestive system that will roll students through the steps in avian digestion. 
 

Workshop Objectives:  

 Prepare participants to utilize the 2017 Cornell Veterinary Sciences curriculum through 
demonstration, connections, and engaging activities. 

 Engage participants in a STEM based activity to model the avian digestion system. 

Exploration of Long Pond 
Oswegatchie Educational Center Staff 
We will paddle around the perimeter of Long and Round Ponds, identifying flora and fauna 
that call this area their Adirondack home.  We will see loons, beavers, water lilies, and much 
more.  We will also explore some of the history, geography, and chemistry of Long 
Pond.  Come prepared for a fun lesson on the water.  

 

Wednesday Conference Workshops and Sessions 

Thursday Conference Workshops and Sessions 



Molding a Better Advocate 
Jessica Ziehm, New York Animal Agriculture Coalition 
Eileen Jensen, New York Animal Agriculture Coalition 
When was the last time you or your students encountered tough questions about agriculture? 
Do you know what to say when you are faced with someone questioning the industry that you 
love? Do you know how to be proactive with sensitive issues regarding agriculture? At the 
New York Animal Agriculture Coalition, our mission is to enhance the public’s understanding 
of and appreciation for animal agriculture through personal conversations. Join us as we can 
help you and your students get your stories across through multiple channels allowing all  
students to understand and appreciate modern agriculture practices. We will explore the  
importance of social media and provide insight to local and national sites where you can gain 
information to use and share. As a group, we’ll facilitate a mock panel discussion focused on 
local issues and community concerns that you’ll be able to replicate in your own classroom. 
You will also walk away with some new ideas to incorporate into your chapter community in-
volvement and list of advocates willing to answer questions, talk to your classroom or poten-
tially host a virtual panel discussion with your students. There’s no better time to be pro-
active in your classroom and community than right now so join us to help mold a better advo-
cate for a better tomorrow! 
 

Workshop Objectives:  

 Engage participants through panel discussions and real-life scenarios that can be easily replicated in class-
rooms  

 Understand the multiple approaches to telling a story allowing everyone to have and respect different opinions  

 Provide tools and tips that will encourage collaboration among teachers and farmers throughout New York 
State  

 Develop a sense of urgency in understanding the importance to educating the next generation of advocates for 
agriculture.  

 

NYAAE Awards Banquet 
Please join us for an evening of celebration as we honor our colleagues who have excelled in 

the field of agricultural education. Awards presented this evening will be for outstanding pro-

grams and educators of agricultural education. The evening will start off with a social hour, 

followed by dinner and an awards banquet. Afterwards, join us for an informal dance/social.  

Thursday Conference Workshops and Sessions 



The 2017 Professional Development Conference for 

Agricultural Educators will be hosted at the  

Oswegatchie Educational Center. The educational 

center located in Croghan, New York is nestled on 

1,200 acres of wooded land within the Adirondack 

Park.  

Oswegatchie is owned and operated by the New 

York FFA Leadership Training Foundation, Inc.  

The center operates as a youth camp  during the 

summer months and is open throughout the year as 

an educational, recreational retreat center.   

Oswegatchie Educational 

Center 

Croghan, NY 

Pack your bags 
 
Oswegatchie does not provide  
bedding or towels.  

 Bedding: sleeping bag, pillow, single 
bed sheet 

 Flashlight 

 Warm clothes for cool days and  
evenings (jeans and sweatshirts) 

 Casual summer clothes for all work-
shops and sessions (shorts and shirts) 

 One dress outfit for the awards ban-
quet (coat and tie for men, pant suit or 
dress for women) 



Lodging Information 

We want this conference to be a pleasant and rewarding experience for 
teachers and their families.  Due to the unique nature of this conference sev-
eral lodging options will be provided to our participants. All facilities are 
rustic but clean. The following accommodations will be available on a first 
come, first serve basis, so REGISTER early! 
 

Facilities  

 
Sutliff Conference Center has 10 double occupancy rooms. There are two 

shared shower and bath facilities. In addition there are two dormitories which will sleep 

up to 24 persons in each.  

Foster Lodge has 4 bedrooms downstairs, and 4 bunk beds upstairs. The building 

can comfortably hold 14 people, but has a maximum sleeping capacity of 24 people. 

There are 2 bathrooms downstairs, one of which is fully handicap accessible.  

Widrick Lodge has 10 rooms that can accommodate 2 to 4 people per room. There 

are two shared bath facilities. Guests may also use the adjacent shower houses on the 

property. The main dining room is on the main level of this building. 

Cabin space in the main camp area can accommodate 2 to 6 people each. All cabins 

have electricity, and some have water. Shower and bath facilities are within walking dis-

tance of all cabins. 

Camping/Rustic Cabin Facilities Oswegatchie has many facilities for tents 

and trailers. In addition we have eleven campsites with three rustic cabins, lean-tos, and 

fire pits that can sleep up to 15 people. Shower and bathing facilities are within the main 

camp area.  

Individuals who choose this option for lodging will receive a $60 discount. 

 

NOTE: Oswegatchie does not provide bedding.  
See the list on page 9 for proper needs. 



Conference Pricing 
 

Full Registration Cost  
 Camping rate:  $435 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/ trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $495 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The full registration conference fee includes:  3 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational 

 Center, all meals (3 dinners, 3 lunches, 3 breakfasts, and refreshment breaks), and all  

 professional development workshops. 

 

Two Day Conference Registration Cost 

 Camping rate:  $380 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $440 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The two-day conference fee includes:  2 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational Center,  

 2 dinners, 2 lunches, 2 breakfasts, refreshment breaks, and professional development  

 workshops.  

 

One Day Conference Registration Cost  
 Camping rate:  $330 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $390 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The one-day conference fee includes:  1 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational  

 Center, 1 dinner, 1 lunch, 1 breakfast, refreshment breaks, and professional development  

 workshops.  

Register online at www.etouches.com/2017nyaaeconference    

Payment: Check, purchase orders, and credit cards accepted. 

 



Conference Pricing 

Full Student Registration Cost  

(Pre-service Discounted Rate) 

 Camping rate:  $315 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $375 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The full conference student fee includes:  3 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational  

 Center, all meals (3 dinners, 3 lunches, 3 breakfasts, and refreshment breaks), and all  

 professional development workshops.  

 

Commuter Registration Cost 

 3 Day Registration:  $360 

 2 Day Registration:  $325 

 1 Day Registration:  $295 

 The commuter conference fee includes:  3 dinners, 2 lunches, refreshment breaks, and 

 professional development workshops. Breakfast is on your own. This rate is for those who 

 are staying off property. NO LODGING at Oswegatchie Educational Center is included in the 

 Commuter cost.  

 

Register online at www.etouches.com/2017nyaaeconference    

Payment: Check, purchase orders, and credit cards accepted. 



Payment and Registration 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ 

Conference Registration Type (full, 2-day, 1-day,  

student or commuter) 

Conference Registration Amount Due:  __________ 

Please indicate the date and time you plan to arrive for the conference. 

Arrival date and time: ________________________________________ 

Departure date and time: _____________________________________ 

 

Optional for New York Teachers | NYSACTE DUES $115:  __________ 

Optional New York Farm Bureau Membership | NYFB DUES $75:  __________ 

  

This registration is being submitted AFTER May 26, 2017.  

Please add $60 late fee:  __________ 

 

Total Amount Enclosed (or Due):  __________    

Check or PO #:  __________ 

 

Payment (check, money order, purchase order, credit card online) and  

this registration page must be postmarked by May 26, 2017. 

Please make all checks payable to NYAAE 

2017 NYAAE Conference Shari Lighthall 

9340 Long Pond Road 

Croghan, NY 13327 

register online at  

www.etouches.com/2017nyaaeconference  


