
 
2018 New York State FFA Convention  

Engagement Activities 

Days of Service 

Thursday, May 17: 

1. Meals of Hope Meal Packing: The mission of Meals of Hope is “Communities coming 
together to end hunger!” They believe it is our job to feed people. Meals of Hope began as a food 
packing organization, and they are the only food packing organization with a priority on keeping the 
food packed within the United States. They developed five meals specifically designed for the 
American palate and added vitamins, minerals and proteins to supplement an unbalanced diet. Most 
of their packed meals are donated to the Feeding America Food Bank Network. More than 15,000 
volunteers and six full-time staff members assist Meals of Hope in achieving its mission. Students 
will be able to participate in a meal-packing event with hopes to pack 40,000 meals. This day of 
service will remain at the Convention Center.  
https://mealsofhope.org/  
 
2. Peanut Butter and Jelly Factory: Students will be working to make peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches to be distributed to hungry people throughout the city of Rochester. They will also be 
able to design the food delivery bags. This day of service will remain onsite at the Convention 
Center.  
 
3. EquiCenter’s mission is to foster the personal growth and individual achievement of people 
with disabilities, at-risk youth, Veterans, and their families using a wide range of therapeutic 
equestrian and related programs. Students who attend this Day of Service will be planting saplings in 
the orchard and mulching around the saplings to keep weeds down. http://www.equicenterny.org/  
 
4. Foodlink is a regional food hub and the Feeding America food bank serving Allegany, 
Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates counties. 
Their operations target the root causes of hunger.  They do this by distributing food to a network of 
human service agencies, serving meals through their commercial kitchen, and offering more than 30 
food-related programs. Last year, Foodlink distributed more than 17.4 million pounds of food — 
including 4.9 million pounds of produce, offered more than 200 nutrition education courses, and 
created new access points for healthy foods in underserved communities. Their innovative approach 
directly addresses health disparities related to food insecurity. I understand that I will need to fill 
out an ADDITIONAL Food Link waiver for this student to attend the Food Link day of 
service. The waiver can be found on our State Convention home page. I ALSO understand 
that I will need to have this student to the GALLERIA by 9am to attend otherwise the buses 

https://mealsofhope.org/
http://www.equicenterny.org/


will leave without them.  
 
5. Agricultural Literacy will allow attendees to read the 2018 NY Agricultural Literacy Week 
book, Before We Eat, to school students in the Rochester area. Students will be taken on the journey 
from farm to table to understand different aspects of agriculture and the many possible careers 
involved. This is a captivating glimpse on what it takes to bring the food we eat to us in order to 
nourish our bodies and spirits. https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/literacy.htm#book  
 
6. Habitat for Humanity: Habitat for Humanity partners with people in your community, 
and all over the world, to help them build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat 
homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. 
With your support, Habitat homeowners achieve the strength, stability and independence they 
need to build a better life for themselves and for their families. Through their 2020 Strategic 
Plan, Habitat for Humanity plans to serve more people than ever before through decent and 
affordable housing. 
 
7. Rochester Refugee Resettlement Services mission is to make new neighbors successful 
and happy in Rochester as they add flavor to the community with their culture. While numbers of 
refugees coming into the US has been greatly reduced, the numbers RRRS serves have gone up. 
Secondary migration from other cities in the US, and word through the network that RRRS is here 
to help has generated a lot of activity. Students can expect to paint the inside and the outside of 
some houses for refugees that are calling Rochester home. This day of service will be going 
offsite. https://www.rochesterrefugeenetwork.org/rrrs/  
 
Students will need to: 
• Wear clothing that can get dirty 
• Expect to be outside for more than two hours at a time 

 

Friday, May 18: 

1. Rochester Public Market: Rochester's City-run Public Market has served the community at 
its 280 N. Union Street site since 1905. Bargains and local goodness abound Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday, 52 weeks a year. Vendors -over 300 on busiest Saturdays- offer local produce, produce 
from around the country and world; meats and seafood; eggs and dairy products; ethnic delicacies; 
prepared and packaged foods; specialty items; general merchandise; and more in three covered 
outdoor vendor sheds and also a brand new state-of-the-art fully indoor shed. In addition, an array 
of independent local businesses -cafes, food stands, coffee shops, florists, specialty food purveyors, 
breweries, and more- can be found on Market grounds and in the surrounding Market District. 
Students will assist with planting and garden clean-up tasks at the Rochester Public Market 
(including planting the 'living wall' display, sowing sunflowers along Union Street and cleaning up 
the RPM 'rain garden'). This day of service will be going offsite. 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/publicmarket/ 
 
Students will need to: 
• Wear work boots 
• Wear clothes that may get dirty 
• Be outside longer than 2 hours at a time 
 

https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/literacy.htm#book
https://www.rochesterrefugeenetwork.org/rrrs/
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/publicmarket/


2. St. Peter’s Soup Kitchen has been serving the West Side Community of the City of 
Rochester since 1982, when the program was founded by Father Richard Czierwin, SS.CC. St. 
Peter's started out as a once a week Saturday soup and sandwich program. Today, they serve a well-
balanced lunch to an average 140 people a day, Monday through Friday. Guests come from all walks 
of life; many have troubles with addiction, mental illness, physical illness, lost homes and low wage 
earnings. They are a non-referral agency meaning anyone who walks through their doors is welcome 
to share in a meal. Students will be able to serve the St. Peter's community of about 125 people a 
warm meal. They will prepare salads, desserts, beverages and giveaways for the lunch hour. This 
day of service will be going offsite.  
http://stpeterskitchen.org/  
 
3. The Good Food Collective project grew out of a gap where growing families and 
community members were looking for fresh, honest, local food but having trouble finding it easily 
and regularly. Meanwhile, GFC was meeting farmers who were growing great food, but struggling to 
establish a stable base of customers they could count on for weekly purchases.  In 2009, GFC 
bridged that gap.  https://thegoodfoodcollective.com/pages/about-us 
 
4. City of Rochester Maplewood Park and Rose Festival: The roses are in bloom and a full 
program of activities awaits visitors to the 27th annual Maplewood Rose Celebration, Saturday, June 
10 in and around Maplewood Park and Rose Garden.  The event, coordinated by the Maplewood 
Neighborhood Association features family entertainment, food, and much more. The Maplewood 
Rose Festival continues with a cornucopia of activities that celebrate Rochester's history, ecology, 
people, and illustrious horticultural heritage.  In particular, this festival is an illumination and 
celebration of the Maplewood Neighborhood. Students will help prepare the park for the annual 
Rose Festival. This day of service will be going offsite. 
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/maplewoodrosefest/ 
Students will need to: 
• Wear work boots 
• Wear clothes that can get dirty 
• Expect to be outside for more than two hours at a time 
 
5. EquiCenter’s mission is to foster the personal growth and individual achievement of people 
with disabilities, at-risk youth, Veterans, and their families using a wide range of therapeutic 
equestrian and related programs. Students who attend this Day of Service will be planting saplings in 
the orchard and mulching around the saplings to keep weeds down. http://www.equicenterny.org/  
 
6. Habitat for Humanity: Habitat for Humanity partners with people in your community, 
and all over the world, to help them build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat 
homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mortgage. 
With your support, Habitat homeowners achieve the strength, stability and independence they 
need to build a better life for themselves and for their families. Through their 2020 Strategic 
Plan, Habitat for Humanity plans to serve more people than ever before through decent and 
affordable house. 
 
7. Hats for Health/ PB& J Factory/Blood Drive:  
Peanut Butter and Jelly Factory: Students will be working to make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to 
be distributed to hungry people throughout the city of Rochester. They will also be able to design 
the food delivery bags.  
Hats for Hope: Students will be using circle looms to make wool hats that will be donated to local 
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hospitals. The hope for these hats is to provide comfort for cancer patients who are going through 
treatment. 
Blood Drive: We are working with the Red Cross to support a blood drive at our convention. Students 
over 16 that fill out the waiver ahead of time and bring it with them to convention will be able to 
give blood. We also need students willing to volunteer to help with the blood drive itself.   
All 3 of these options are still being developed and are not confirmed yet. This day of service 
will remain onsite at the Convention Center.  
 
8. Rochester Refugee Resettlement Services: mission is to make new neighbors successful 
and happy in Rochester as they add flavor to the community with their culture. While numbers of 
refugees coming into the US has been greatly reduced, the numbers RRRS serves have gone up. 
Secondary migration from other cities in the US, and word through the network that RRRS is here 
to help has generated a lot of activity. Students can expect to paint the inside and the outside of 
some houses for refugees that are calling Rochester home. This day of service will be going 
offsite. https://www.rochesterrefugeenetwork.org/rrrs/  
 
Students will need to: 
• Wear clothing that can get dirty 
• Expect to be outside for more than two hours at a time 
 

9.         Foodlink is a regional food hub and the Feeding America food bank serving Allegany, 
Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates counties. 
Their operations target the root causes of hunger.  They do this by distributing food to a network of 
human service agencies, serving meals through their commercial kitchen, and offering more than 30 
food-related programs. Last year, Foodlink distributed more than 17.4 million pounds of food — 
including 4.9 million pounds of produce, offered more than 200 nutrition education courses, and 
created new access points for healthy foods in underserved communities. Their innovative approach 
directly addresses health disparities related to food insecurity. . I understand that I will need to fill 
out an ADDITIONAL Food Link waiver for this student to attend the Food Link day of 
service. The waiver can be found on our State Convention home page. I ALSO understand 
that I will need to have this student to the GALLERIA by 9am to attend otherwise the buses 
will leave without them.  
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