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New York Agricultural Education Program Standards 
Requirements for School Based Secondary Agricultural Education 

 
Overview of New York Career and Technical Education 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) encompasses defined career and technical subject areas designed 
to prepare students for life-long careers.  Such courses were formerly referred to as occupational 
education.  Current State Education Department documents and regulations, as well as New York State 
legislative language all use the CTE terminology.   

 
Definition  
Commissioner’s Regulations [C.R.R. 100.1(1)L], defines CTE as a kindergarten through adult area of 
study that includes rigorous academic content closely aligned with career and technical  subjects.  The 
Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Learning Standards serve as the framework.  In 
grades nine through twelve, CTE includes the specific disciplines of agriculture education, business and 
marketing education, family and consumer sciences education, health occupations education, technical 
education, technology education, and trade/industrial education. 
 
Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act 2006 
“PART B – STATE ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS“SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 
‘‘(5) CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION.—The term ‘career and technical education’ means 
organized educational activities that— 
‘‘(A) offer a sequence of courses that— 
‘‘(i) provides individuals with coherent and rigorous content aligned with challenging academic standards 
and relevant technical knowledge and skills needed to prepare for further education and careers in current 
or emerging professions; 
‘‘(ii) provides technical skill proficiency, an industry-recognized credential, a certificate, or an associate 
degree; and 
‘‘(iii) may include prerequisite courses (other than a remedial course) that meet the requirements of this 
subparagraph; and 
‘‘(B) include competency-based applied learning that contributes to the academic knowledge, higher-
order reasoning and problem-solving skills, work attitudes, general employability skills, technical skills, 
and occupation-specific skills, and knowledge of all aspects of an industry, 
including entrepreneurship, of an individual. 
 
Commissioner's Rules and Regulations 
Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.2 (h) (1) specifies that public school districts must make available, 
and allow students to complete, both three-unit and five-unit approved sequences in CTE studies. 
 

• three-unit sequences must be “extendable” into approved five-unit sequences; and 
• five-unit CTE sequences must prepare students for both employment and postsecondary 

education. 
 
 
Agricultural Education is a systematic program of instruction available to students desiring to 
learn about the science, business, and technology of plant and animal production and/or about the 
environmental and natural resources systems. Agricultural education prepares students for 
successful careers and a lifetime of informed choices. Agricultural education envisions a world 
where all people value and understand the vital role of agriculture, food, fiber, and natural 
resources systems in advancing personal and global well-being. FFA is integral to the instruction of 
Agricultural Education. 
 



Definition of an Active Agricultural Education Program 
Secondary school Agricultural Education programs are composed of three essential components: 
classroom instruction, supervised work experience, and integrated student leadership development 
activities through the FFA. FFA is an inter curricular component of an agricultural career and technical 
education program which prepares students for a wide range of careers in agriculture and other 
agriculture-related occupations.   Each approved program must provide students with strong experience in 
and understanding of all aspects of the Agricultural Industry, which includes work-based learning options;  
All coursework must fall within the Agriculture Food, and National Resources standards (AFNR)  to 
include coherent and rigorous content aligned with challenging academic standards and relevant career 
and technical content in a coordinated, non-duplicative progression of courses.   Courses included in 
programs for approval must provide instruction aligned to the New York State learning standards, Career 
Development and Occupational Studies Learning Standards (CDOS) and Common Core. 
 
The AFNR Career Cluster Content Standards were developed to provide state agricultural education 
leaders, teachers, and administrators with a forward-thinking guide for what students should know and be 
able to do through the study of secondary agriculture.  Just as agriculture varies throughout our state, so 
will our agricultural education programs. Schools along with local advisory committees can review the 
AFNR coursework options and determine what agricultural disciplines are most relevant and appropriate 
for the students in your community.   
 
The National AFNR Career Cluster Content Standards are organized into eight pathways, 
and it is recommended that all courses fall within the following disciplines:  
 
Agribusiness Systems —the study of business principles, including management, marketing and finance, 
and their application to enterprises engaged in Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 
Animal Systems —the study of animal systems, including life processes, health, nutrition, genetics, 
management and processing, through the study of small animals, aquaculture, livestock, dairy, horses 
and/or poultry 
Biotechnology Systems —the study of data and techniques of applied science for the solution of problems 
concerning living organisms 
Environmental Service Systems —the study of systems, instruments and technology used in waste 
management and their influence on the environment 
Food Products and Processing Systems —the study of product development, quality assurance, food 
safety, production, sales and service, regulation and compliance, and food service within the food science 
industry 
Natural Resource Systems —the study of the management of soil, water, wildlife, forests and air as 
natural resources 
Plant Systems —the study of plant life cycles, classifications, functions, structures, reproduction, media 
and nutrients, as well as growth and cultural practices, through the study of crops, turf grass, trees and 
shrubs and/or ornamental plants 
Power, Structural and Technical Systems —the study of agricultural equipment, power systems, 
alternative fuel sources and precision technology, as well as woodworking, metalworking, welding and 
project planning for agricultural structures 
 
For additional information on the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) Career Cluster 
Content Standards please visit: 
https://www.ffa.org/thecouncil/Documents/finalafnrstandardsv324609withisbn_000.pdf 
 
Units of Study 
In order to qualify as an active Agricultural Education program your school must offer a minimum 
of three units of study in agricultural science education.  At least two courses must integrate 
technical, career development and academic skills with an awareness of the food, fiber and natural 

https://www.ffa.org/thecouncil/Documents/finalafnrstandardsv324609withisbn_000.pdf


resource industry, and include components of SAE and FFA.  As defined in Commissioner’s 
Regulations, a unit of study:“…means at least 180 minutes of instruction per week throughout the school 
year, or the equivalent.”    [C.R.R.100.1(1)(a)] 

 
A unit of study may be completed over a shorter or longer period of time than a full school year, provided 
the requirement of 108 hours of instruction (180 minutes a week X 36 weeks) is met. Most, but not all, 
units of study are converted by the school district into the units of credit required for high school 
graduation.  The distinction between a unit of study and a unit of credit is important in CTE programs 
because a unit of study may be used to meet more than one distribution requirement. 
 
School Based Agricultural Educator 
The instructor(s) of school-based agricultural education must possess a valid teaching certificate/license 
with an endorsement in Agriculture, or meet the requirements for approval determined by the New York 
State Department of Education.  The school based agricultural educator must teach the agricultural 
science courses within the Agriculture Food and National Resources standards (AFNR).  If an 
instructor does not hold the required certification/license, the program may be considered for conditional 
approval. 
 
Once a program request is approved, an Active program status is assigned to the program. Eligible 
Active programs can apply for an FFA Chapter.   
 
All active programs are required to meet annual enrollment and follow-up data reporting requirements.   
 
In order to verify the assurances noted on the program approval NYSED/Outreach will randomly select 
ten percent (10%) of the programs due for renewal in each academic year and do site visits or ask for 
evidence of their compliance with the NYS Agricultural Education program requirements.  Programs 
found deficient in any of the assurance areas, will be placed on conditional status and must develop and 
implement an improvement plan to rectify deficiencies. 
 
Conditional Programs 

Agricultural Education Programs may be given “Conditional” approval if deficiencies exist in program 
requirements and/or they do not meet the program standards completely. Programs must meet the 
conditions defined in the approval process within three years to return to full approved status. Programs in 
which the deficiencies have not been corrected by the end of the three year conditional period will be 
placed in inactive status. If a program on inactive status does not meet the conditions of the re-approval 
within three years, the FFA Charter will be revoked.  If a program is found to exist with an instructor who 
does not possess a valid credential and there are no credentialed instructors available, the program 
approval will be placed on conditional status until such time as a credentialed instructor is in place.  
Extensions of conditional status for extreme circumstances may only be granted by NYSED or their 
designee. 

If a program is not being offered for a period of time due to an alternating schedule or lack of a qualified 
instructor, the program should be placed on inactivate status.  The FFA program can continue to operate 
and participate in state and national activities for the rest of the current academic year. If not re-activated 
for two full years following, the chapter will no longer be able to exist and the charter will be revoked.  
The program will only be able to be re-opened through the renewal process. 
 
Eligible Conditional programs can apply for an FFA Chapter pending a site visit from the NYSED 
or their designee. 
 
 



Supervised Agricultural Experience 
Work-based experiences provide hands-on or realistic experiences for secondary students that relate to the 
students’ CTE Plan of Study. Work-based experience options are required for secondary programs.  
Adequate instructional time must be allowed for proper placement planning and supervision of students in 
the workplace. Students enrolled in Agricultural Education programs are required to maintain a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience Program during their entire time enrolled in the Program.  The 
student’s experience program is to be related to those pathways found in the Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources career cluster. It should complement the student’s occupational interests and should 
include technical, academic and employability skills as found in the state. Students engaged in an SAE 
program will be under the supervision of the teacher/s/coordinator and will also be supervised by the 
parent, and or person in charge of the experience 
 
Distance Learning and Internet-Based Classes 
Sometimes courses may be offered at other locations that would benefit students within the local program.  
These may be offered via the Internet or by Interactive Distance Learning (IDL).  The following standards 
must be followed in order for the courses to be considered as part of an agricultural education program: 

1. Course content and delivery must be from an accredited post-secondary institution or an approved 
agriculture education program and taught by a certified NY agricultural educator. 

2. Students participating in the program are eligible to join the FFA chapter with the certified 
agricultural education instructor.  

3. Should the school choose to charter their own FFA Chapter, the certified agricultural educator 
delivering the distance learning instruction must also serve as the chapter’s FFA advisor. 

 
Home Schools and Charter Schools- 

1. Course content must be delivered by a certified New York Agricultural Educator. 
2. Students participating in the program are eligible to join the FFA chapter of the agricultural 

educator’s school district, pending that school board of education’s approval. 
3. Should the home school choose to charter their own FFA Chapter, the certified agricultural 

educator delivering the distance learning instruction must also serve as the chapter’s FFA advisor. 
 

Middle School Agricultural Education 
Agricultural education for middle grade students may be implemented as a part of an approved 
Agricultural Education program.  Students of this age enjoy hands-on-learning and would find the topics 
interesting.  This is also an excellent recruitment tool for high school Agricultural Education and FFA 
programs.  The courses should be offered as electives on a quarterly or semester basis, and may be part of 
the approved courses offered by a program 
 
Programs found not to be in compliance with these requirements may be placed on a three year 
conditional approval. If conditional requirements are not met, approval will be revoked. 
 
Additional Recommendations for Quality New York State Agricultural Education 
Programs 
 

• All New York State Agricultural Educators should be members of the New York Association of 
Agricultural Educators (NYAAE) 

• Each program is encouraged to have a local Advisory committee focused specifically on their 
program. 

• All Programs are encouraged to complete the New York State CTE Program Approval Process 
• All Programs are encouraged to complete the Agriculture Quality Program Standards Evaluation 

 
 



 
 

Student Leadership 
Requirements for Chartering a New York FFA Chapter 

 
Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act 2006 
Both the FFA's organic federal law, and the FFA's national constitution, requires 
that FFA be an integral part of systematic programs of instruction in school-based agricultural education. 
 
The National FFA Constitution, Article III Section B, states: 
"Chapters of the National FFA Organization shall be chartered only in such schools 
where recognized systematic instruction in agricultural education is offered under the 
provisions of federal vocational education legislation. Such chapters shall operate as 
an integral part of the instructional program of agricultural education." 
 
An approved FFA chapter is offered where student leadership development activities are integrated 
into the agriculture course of instruction, are conducted year round and are supervised by the local 
agriculture instructor(s). 
 
Student leadership development activities are considered an integral part of the course of instruction in all 
programs.  Each student shall be afforded the opportunity to become an active member of a local FFA 
chapter.  The leadership development activities associated with the FFA shall be directed and supervised 
by the local teacher with guidance from the local school administration and the state staff.  In addition, 
leadership competencies must be integrated into each course profile and be related to FFA activities. 
 
The New York Association of FFA is a chartered organization of the University of the State 
of New York Founded in 1926.  In order for a school to charter an FFA Chapter, they must 
first have on file an approved agricultural education Program. 
 
The state FFA advisor and/or governing body of a chartered state association shall 
Charter a local chapter when the state requirements have been met and the following have been 
received by the state association: 

1. An application for a charter with letter stating your school supports the agriculture classes and 
has requested an FFA Chapter at your school. 

2. The names of all chapter members and officers. 
3. The proposed chapter constitution and bylaws. 
4. The chapter Program of Activities. 
5. All current state and national FFA dues. 

 
The FFA Chapter must submit annually the State FFA reports required to remain constitutionally in good 
standing with the State FFA Association.  These reports include: 

 FFA Roster submitted electronically to the State FFA Office  by March 1st each year. 
 Annual Data Report, submitted electronically to the New York State FFA/Ag Education Office 

 
After admission, in order to remain in good standing, a chapter must have paid the prescribed state and 
national membership dues and assessments of the State Association for the current year and carry on a 
program of activities in harmony with the aims and purposes of the State Association. Any chapter not in 
good standing will be denied participation of its members in all activities, programs and meetings 
arranged and conducted by the State Association.  
 



If systematic agricultural education is not being offered for a period of time due to an alternating schedule 
or lack of a qualified instructor, the program should be placed on inactivate status.  The FFA program 
can continue to operate and participate in state and national activities for the rest of the current academic 
year. If not re-activated for two full years following, the chapter will no longer be able to exist and the 
charter will be revoked.  In the case of a program closure, open vacancy, or retirement without 
replacement, a school with a FFA Chapter has three years to allow currently enrolled students to 
graduate from HS.  (No new students allowed on roster) The program will only be able to be re-
opened through the renewal process. 
 
Any school with an FFA chapter must comply with all relevant anti-discrimination laws. 
The U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) Office for Civil Rights (OCR) laws prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin (Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964), sex (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972), disability (Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973), and age (Age Discrimination Act of 1975). OCR 
also has enforcement responsibilities under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which prohibits state and local governments from discriminating on the basis of 
disability. 
 
For Complete information, please refer to the document titled,” How to Charter a NYS FFA Chapter”  
This form is available by emailing dhill@cornell.edu or by calling 607-254-2880 
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NEW YORK AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION  
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM FORM 

 

FFA is an integral part of an Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources instructional program. New 
York FFA requires schools to provide a list of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources courses 
being taught within the school to ensure that the requisite coherent sequence of AFNR courses are 
being offered. 

 
New York FFA Constitution, Article II. Section F: The New York FFA Association activities are an 
integral part of the organized instructional programs in agricultural education which prepare students 
for a wide range of careers in agriculture, agribusiness, and other agriculture-related occupations. 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT:   _ 
 
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDANT:   _ 

 
AGRISCIENCE EDUCATOR(S):_  __ 

 
NY TEACHING CERTIFICATION(s):_  __ 

 
 
  Courses Offered**             Semester Offered 
 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________ 

   _______________________________________________________        _______________________  

 Please use additional sheets as necessary. 
** Schools may be asked to submit Course Descriptions 
 
 
__________________________________________  __________________________________________ 
Agriscience  Educator Signature         Date  School Administrator Signature         Date 

  
 Please e-mail completed form to Shari Lighthall at:  slighthall@cornell.edu 

mailto:slighthall@cornell.edu
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