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It is going to be an exciting 
summer for NYFFA! We are 
incredibly excited to spend 
time with members at Camp 
Oswegatchie, sharing our 
passion for success during 
leadership class. We are also 
preparing for inTENse, which 
takes place the first week of 
August. Participating students 
will have the opportunity to 
tour four different agricultural 
colleges in New York, including 
Morrisville State, SUNY 
Cobleskill, Alfred State, and 
Cornell University. We will be 
staying on campus at a all of 
these colleges too.  
This summer, the officer team 
has designed a campaign to 
raise money for cancer 
research and treatment by 
selling bracelets at various FFA 
events throughout the year. 
Featured on the bracelets are 

the words "No Member Fights 
Alone," an FFA emblem, and a 
gold ribbon, symbolizing 
childhood cancer. We as 
officers are each personally 
impacted by cancer in one way 
or another. We wanted to 
create a campaign to not only 
raise money, but also spread 
awareness and gather support 
for those battling cancer. Each 
season, we are going to partner 
with a different organization. 
All proceeds made during any 
given season will be donated 
directly to that organization. 
We hope to rally our members 
for a cause bigger than 
ourselves, and raise money to 
help families or find a cure. 
You can purchase bracelets at 
Camp O and other FFA events! 
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Hey New York FFA! 
by Taylor McNamara 
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District one has been 
hard at work over the 
past month. This year, 
John Bowne FFA had 22 
candidates hoping to 
spend the next year 
serving their chapter to 
the best of their ability. 
They held interviews on 
May 10 and 11 in order to 
choose the best officers 
to lead their chapter. The 
interviews were 
conducted by advisors 
and a nominating 
committee. The slate 
consisted of the 
following: 
 

President-Erykah 
Gonzalez 
Vice President- Nicole 
Perilla 
Secretary- Cecilia 
Gonzalez 
Treasurer-Vincent 
Russo 

Reporter-Emily 
Ramprashad 
Sentinel-Jamie 
Mayorga 
Parliamentarian-Gabby 
Martinez 
Historian-Janice 
Olivares 
Student Advisor-Steven 
Contreras 
Junior Student Advisor-
Adam Robalino 

These members were 
inducted into office at their 
banquet held on May 20. At 
that time, they 
acknowledged their FFA 
members for their 
outstanding achievements, 
recognized retiring officers, 
the John Bowne FFA 
advisors, and their 

sponsors for their 
support throughout 
the year. They also 
recognized their 
state winning talent 
act performed by 
Cat Courtney, 
Aquaculture, 
Floriculture, 
Agricultural sales, 
and Agricultural 

Marketing teams for 
placing first at state level, 
and having the chance to 
compete on the national 
level in the fall. They 
recognized their 
Agriscience Research teams 
who placed first and second 

in the plant science 
division, first in the animal 
system division, first in the 
social systems division, and 
second in the power 
systems division. They also 
recognized their Empire 
Degree recipients for 
receiving the highest degree 
eligible to be given at the 
state level, and their 
proficiency award winners 
for their awesome work in 
their areas. The chapter 
then gave the retiring 
officers time to give their 
retiring addresses, hang up 
their jackets, and revisit a 
year's worth of memories 
while watching a year-end 
review video of all the fun 
times the chapter had this 
year. The banquet was filled 
with tear jerking moments, 
reunions of past members, 
and many optimistic 
members that were excited 
for what the upcoming year 
holds. Congratulations to 
the John Bowne FFA 
chapter on their great year 
that was full of 
achievement, excitement, 
and new opportunities.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

District One 
by Kim Doyle 
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District two has been 
busy getting ready for 
the upcoming year full of 
conventions, meetings, 
conferences, and much, 
much more. While many 
chapters were busy 
holding their banquets, 
many went above and 
beyond in their actions. 
The Sharon Springs FFA 
chapter dedicated some 
of their time to educating 
the youth about growing 
your own produce. A 
presentation was given 
to 5th graders so that 
they could learn about 
the FFA and why they 
should join the 
organization. They were 
also joined by the 
Schoharie County Maple 
Queen. While the Sharon 
Springs FFA doesn’t hold 
a banquet, they made 
sure they still had time to 
recognize members and 
elect new officers. 
During their event, the 
chapter elected their 
junior and senior officer 
teams and listened to a 
few People  

 

 

 

in Agriculture 
presentations.  

The Tri-Valley FFA 
chapter has been busy 
creating flower 
arrangements for 
weddings, hosting their 
65th annual FFA 
banquet, where more 
than $3,000 dollars in 
awards were given to 
students in grades 6 
through 12, helping in 
the community garden 
by planting nearly 40 
raised beds for food for 
the community, and 
participating in the walk 
across the Hudson for 
the March of Dimes. The 
chapter is now getting 
ready for summer which 
will include a trip with 18 
members and parents to 
Switzerland, Italy, 
France, Monaco, and 
Spain for ten days. 
Members will also spend 
a week at Camp 
Oswegatchie, participate 
in the Grahamsville 
Little World’s Fair and 
the State Fair.  

The Warwick Valley FFA 
chapter stayed busy this 
past month conducting 
their annual end of the 

year banquet. They held 
a silent auction to raise 
money for their chapter 
and help with costs 
throughout the year. The 
chapter also installed the 
new officers and 
recognized CDE 
participants, which 
included their 
Parliamentary Procedure 
team, which placed third 
at the state level. The 
chapter then found time 
to design and create a 
large balloon animal in 
the shape of their school 
mascot, the wildcat, for 
the 2016 graduation. 
These chapters went 
above and beyond in the 
past month. Way to go 
District two! 

 

 

 

 

 

District Two 
by Kim Doyle 
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Member 
Spotlight 

Hailey Mason from the 
Greenville FFA chapter 
has spent the last four 
years in the FFA and that 
time has definitely been 
beneficial to her. She is 
currently serving as the 
chapter president and 
hopes to go onto higher 
offices in the future. 
Hailey received a $500 
grant at the 91st annual 
State FFA Convention 
that helped her to better 
her SAE in plant science 
and production. She 
used that money to 

purchase plants, soil, 
seeds, fertilizer, and her 
own personal 
greenhouse! She has 
participated in many 
CDEs in the past four 
years, but has decided 
that her focus is 
prepared public 
speaking, where she 

placed second on the 
state level and plans to 
continue competing. Her 
favorite part of FFA is 
giving younger members 
advice and answering 
questions; she is a great 
role model for younger 
members! This past 
month she was a big help 
when it came to planning 
her chapter banquet and 
her chapter’s first ever 
Ag Awareness Day! This 
day helped to educate 
elementary students on 
agriculture and they plan 

to continue doing this 
every year! Great job 
Hailey and keep up the 
good work! District two 
is proud of you and can’t 
wait to see where your 
success takes you! 
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Northern Adirondack 
hosts their 54th 
Annual School Fair 

Sixty-seven animals were 
present, most of which 
were dairy cattle. Thirty-
three members competed 
in dairy showmanship, 
and 65 members helped 
to make the event a 
success. Congratulations 
to everyone who 
participated. Great job 
Northern Adirondack! 

Member 
Spotlight 

This month’s member 
spotlight focuses in on Eliza 
Jordan from the Greenwich 
FFA Chapter. Eliza just 
finished her freshman year 
at Greenwich and is going 
into her fourth year in FFA. 
She is the younger sister to 
Gabby and Tricia Jordan, 

but has an awesome story 
of her own to share. As a 
7th grader, Eliza competed 
in the Junior Creed CDE 
and placed 2nd in the state. 
That year at state 
convention, she also 
received the jacket award. 
The jacket award provided 
her with a crisp new 
corduroy jacket, a free week 
at Oswegatchie, a free trip 
to the 212/360 leadership 
conference, and a 
free trip to state 
convention the 
following year. 
That year, Eliza 
was also her 
chapter’s Junior 
High Vice 
President. As an 
8th grader, Eliza 
served as 
President in the 
Greenwich Junior 
High FFA. She 
also competed in Tool ID at 
State Convention where her 
team ranked 2nd and she 
placed 4th individually. 
Eliza has not yet figured out 
plans for an SAE. In her 
chapter, Eliza helps with 
their Breakfast with Santa 
event where the chapter 
offers breakfast and makes 
crafts with kids. She also 
helps serve food at the 
Greenwich FFA’s annual 
Toy Show and helps to plan 

the chapter’s float in the 
annual Lighted Tractor 
Parade. Eliza has definitely 
has made an IMPRINT in 
her chapter, school, and 
community throughout her 
time in FFA. She definitely 
is a great example of why 
District 3 members are so 
awesome! Keep up the hard 
work Eliza! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

District Three 
by Grace Harrigan  
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Member 
Spotlight 
Karly Marshman is a 
10th grader at Oxford 
Academy High School. 
She is a part of the 
Oxford FFA chapter and 
has been in FFA since 
6th grade. She currently 
has an SAE in dairy 
management and owns a 
red and white Holstein 
spring yearling heifer. 
The Marshman family 
owns and runs Tiger Lily 
Holsteins in Oxford NY 
where they milk and 
raise high quality 
Holstein dairy cattle. 
Karly loves to tend to the 
calves when she is not 
busy doing sports or 
shows. As well as 
showing her dairy cattle, 
Karly was a part of 
Oxford’s floral design 
team at NY State 
Convention this year 
when they placed 2nd 
overall. Karly enjoys 
working with her mother 
in the garden designing 
bouquets and picking 
pumpkins to sell at their 
roadside market. And, 

she says “I think being 
exposed to designing 
flowers at a young age 
has helped me excel in 
the floral design 
competition at states, 
and I really enjoy 
learning more to 
hopefully help sell more 
flowers in the summer 
time.” 

 

 

Jimmy 
Carter and 
Tim McGraw 
were both FFA 
members! 

   

FFA members earn 

 $4 billion 
collectively through 
their hands-on work 
experience 

 

FAST FACTS 

 

District Four 
by Megan Peila  
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The district five region of 
New York has been very 
busy this past month. 
Many chapters this time of 
year elect new officers and 
host banquets. Also having 
the New York State FFA 
Convention just coming to 
a close District Five sure 
has a lot to be proud of! 
Jacob Ax, Stockbridge 
Valley FFA and Taylor 
McNamera, Madison FFA 
deserve a huge 
congratulations as they 
were elected to serve New 
York State FFA as state 
Treasurer and state 
Reporter, respectively. 
Their duties require them 
to attend Camp 
Oswegatchie, participate in 
conference calls and travel 
around the state of New 
York meeting new 
members and 
strengthening ties with old 
ones. Congratulations 
Jacob and Taylor, District 
Five is very proud of both 
of you! This time of year 
means banquet time for 
most chapters or the 
election of new officers. 
Adirondack, Cazenovia, 
DeRuyter, Hamilton, 
Madison, Stockbridge 
Valley, Mohawk Valley, 
and VVS FFA chapters all 
hosted their FFA banquets 
and elected new officers 

since State Convention. 
Congratulations! 
Great job this past year to 
all District Five members! 
I can’t wait to get to know 
you better! I look forward 
to an exciting year with 
you next year!     

Member 
Spotlight 

Maddy Gibbons is 15 
years old and attends 
Hamilton Central School. 
Maddy has been involved 
in the Hamilton FFA 
Chapter. When Maddy was 
asked why she became 
involved in FFA, Maddy 
said: “I became involved 
because my friends 
introduced me to the 
organization and they told 
me how much fun they had 
while participating in 
different opportunities and 
activities.” Along with her 
friends, her advisors, Mrs. 
Bossard and Ms. Freeth 
encouraged her to join 
FFA. Maddy’s Supervised 
Agriculture Experience 
project involves working in 
her chapter’s greenhouse, 
caring for the plants. She 
also helps set up the 
chapter’s state fair display. 
This energetic FFA 
member attended the New 
York State FFA 
Convention this year and 
participated in the Quiz 

Bowl contest with her 
team placing 3rd overall. 
Way to go Maddy! She says 
Quiz Bowl is probably her 
favorite activity because 
she feels she can learn so 
much about FFA. Maddy 
Gibbons had the 
opportunity to be awarded 
a jacket through Farm 
Bureau at her chapter 
banquet held on June 17 as 
well as be elected to serve 
as their chapter’s Reporter 
this coming year! 
Congratulations Maddy! 
Maddy also shared one fun 
fact about herself, she is a 
good writer and creatively 
writes every day. Well 
Maddy, you certainly have 
written your ticket in the 
Hamilton FFA Chapter. 
Keep up the great work! 

District Five 
by Megan Lamb 
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I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to have 
attended Alexandria 
Bay’s banquet. This 
chapter had so many 
achievements over the 
past year. Students were 
given certificates for 
participation in CDE’s 
throughout the year, and 
many members were 
recognized. All of these 
members had several 
CDE’s listed that they 
participated in. They also 
recognized members for 
their proficiencies, and 
once again this chapter 
had multiple members to 
reward for their hard 
work in their SAE area. 
Lastly at their banquet, 
members said goodbye 
to Mr. Campany who has 
taught for 37 years at 
Alexandria Bay Central 
School. Mr. Campany 
you will be greatly 
missed, but we wish you 
luck in your future 
endeavors! We can’t wait 
to see all the 
accomplishments this 
chapter celebrates next 
year. 

Member 
Spotlight 
 
Our July Member 
Spotlight is Rachel 
Hunneyman from 
Alexandria Bay Central 
School.  Rachel has only 
been a member for two 
years but has remained 
active in her chapter.  
She has attended winter 
weekend and summer 
camp at Oswegatchie, 
and plans on attending 
again this summer!  
Rachel also participates 
in her chapter by 
attending their summer 
picnic, can and bottle 
drive, and FFA parties. 
Not only does she 
participate in fun 
activities, Rachel lives to 
serve by helping out with 
their local fire 
department’s ice fishing 
derby breakfast, which is 
one of the chapter’s 
fundraisers to help send 
kids to Camp 
Oswegatchie. Rachel also 
volunteers at Camp 
Oswegatchie’s annual 
Adiron-Duck race. 
Rachel is a hardworking 
member and rarely 
misses her chapter’s 
meetings. Although she 

is only going to be a 
freshman in the fall, 
Rachel has proven to be 
an outstanding FFA 
member. She even 
received the Jacket 
Award from their local 
Farm Bureau at their 
banquet. Keep up the 
great work Rachel! We 
can’t wait to see 
everything you achieve!     
 
 

 
 

District Six 
by Lesley Aucter 
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In district 7, there are 
many different activities 
happening. There is the 
Big Six in Auburn, which 
holds cattle and dog shows 
along with different 
agricultural groups. The 
Cortland County fair is 
going to happen on July 8-
9. The FFA is going to be 
present in the fair’s 
Calving Center. The 
George Junior Republic 
FFA has a 7 acre veggie 
garden that the Ag Science 
students work on. In this 
garden they are growing 
all kinds of produce for 
sale at their roadside stand 
and for use in the Culinary 
Arts program. The 
Spencer-Van Etten FFA 
ran a “Milkshake Monday, 
promotion during the 
month of June to celebrate 
National Dairy Month. In 
addition to their June 
events, they are excited to 
participate in the Tioga 
County Fair July 5-9 and 
educate the county on 
what FFA and agriculture 
is all about! We wish them 
all luck in all of their 
districts events. 

 

Member 
Spotlight 
 
This month Elizabeth 
Drake of the TST Career 
and Tech FFA chapter 
deserves the recognition of 
star district member. 
Elizabeth Drake goes to 
school in Lansing and 
attends the local TST 
Career and Tech Center for 
Veterinary Science. She 
has been part of their FFA 
chapter for two years. She 
decided to join FFA 
because she realized the 
opportunities that it 
presented, especially those 
in Animal Science. 
Throughout these years, 
she has left an imprint on 
the people around her and 
in FFA. She served as the 
2015-2016 as the 
Tompkins County Dairy 
Princess and has served 
her chapter as their 2015-
16 president. Elizabeth will 
soon be attending Alfred 
State for vet tech. She has 
four cows all named with 
musical names; her 
favorite cow is a red and 
white Holstein named 
Harmony. She loves FFA 
because every event she 
attended, she has had the 
chance to meet another 
member that has the same 
interests and passions for 
the agricultural industries 

that she has. One of her 
favorite memories was 
when her chapter had an 
open house. At this event 
Elizabeth used animals to 
get students interested in 
the class and joining FFA. 
Elizabeth brought her calf 
and her goat, to go along 
with the chickens, small 
mammals, and exotics that 
her fellow members 
brought. She has also 
competed in multiple 
events, these include dairy 
handling, livestock judging 
at state fair and veterinary 
science at State convention 
which she placed 15th in 
this last year. This year 
Elizabeth also earned her 
empire degree.  
 

District Seven 
by Sequoia Dixon 
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Member 
Spotlight 
This month, District 9’s 
member spotlight shines 
down on Hannah 
Lukeman.  She comes from 
the Springville FFA 
chapter.  Hannah is 
currently working on her 
SAE in equine 
management and has been 
riding horses for about 8 
years.  She has received 
numerous grants and 
reserve champion awards 
and, also placed 2nd at the 
All American Youth Horse 
Show.  Even though most 
of her time heavily 
revolves around her horse 
and shows, you can still 
find her in the tech room 
every day at school 
welding in the 
back.  Hannah also takes 
Auto Body at the W.D. 
Ormsby Center.  With 
hopes of pursuing welding 
as a career, Hannah plans 
on attending a trade school 
after graduation, followed  
by college.  Her future is 
bright and we know she 
will achieve great things.  

 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

     
Visit the NY 
FFA website 
www.nysffa.org  
-Photos (Convention Pics) 

-News 

-Upcoming Events 

-CDE Information 

-Requesting State Officers 

-Applications 

-Much, Much, more….  

District Nine 
by Marissa Folts 
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District Ten 
by Jenna Kibbe 

Member 
Spotlight 
To kick off the summer 
with the member 
spotlight in District 10, 
Ashley Lyman is a true 
inspiration for all FFA 
members. Ashley is now 
a senior in high school at 
Cuba-Rushford. Despite 
growing up in a small 
town in New York, 
Ashley has just as much 
success in FFA as 
anybody else. Being 
extremely involved in 
her chapter for 5 years, 
she has been able to hold 
leadership positions, 
compete at state 
conventions, and most 
importantly make a ton 
of life-lasting memories. 
Ashley has many 
accomplishments in the 
FFA. Over the years at 
state conventions, Ashley 
has participated in many 
successful teams for CDE 
competitions. She was 
part of the Ag. Issues 
team which placed 4th, 
Parliamentary 
procedures which placed 
4th, and marketing plan 

which also placed 4th. On 
top of those CDE’s 
Ashley also participates 
in dairy judging and will 
be attending the Big E in 
the fall for the State Star 
Farmer. For her SAE, 
Ashley raises and shows 
Registered Jersey cows. 

Ashley has held the office 
of treasurer and vice 
president in her chapter. 
But she also took a step 
above being a chapter 
officer and held the 
position as District 10’s 
president last year. 
About being district 
president Ashley said, “I 
loved getting to know 
and talk to so many 
members in my district.” 
She also enjoyed being a 
role model for younger 
members. Although she 
is no longer district 
president, she will 
always continue being a 

role model for many 
years. Ashley plans on 
attending college for 
animal science. Ashley 
has had amazing years in 
FFA and we cannot wait 
to see what she does her 
senior year.   
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Sara Mi l l spaugh     

St at e Presi dent                                                                                                                      

Al bi on FFA 

Camille Ledoux     

State President                                                                                                                     

Beaver River FFA 

I live on a diversified livestock farm. I love the community service aspect of FFA. 
I enjoy working with chickens and other animals for my SAE’s. I love learning 
and reading books. I am fascinated by every aspect of science. In my spare time, 
I enjoy painting and taking pictures. I want to pursue veterinary medicine and 
specialize in either epidemiology or aquaculture. I like to hike and I also enjoy 
kayaking. I am extremely invested in FFA because I believe in the organization’s 
goals as well as its ability to empower students. I enjoy seeing things from new 
perspectives, and am honored to serve as your State President! 

 

Seth Browe 

State Vice President 

Granville FFA 

I live on a small beef farm where we produce maple syrup. Sugaring season is my 
favorite time of year, so my SAE is in maple production/sales. My family also 
runs a small dairy farm where our milk is shipped minutes down the road and 
made into artisian cheese. I enjoy spending time outdoors so I can’t wait for 
camp this summer! I hope to get some time fishing on Long Pond this summer 
with some awesome campers. I am dedicated to not only the members of FFA, 
but to all aspects of NY agriculture. I challenge all that I meet not to rise to the 
occasion, but to rise with the occasion. Outside FFA I love spending time with my family and friends and 
working with my 4-H animals and FBLA chapter. I can’t wait to spend time at Camp O this summer. I 
hope to see you all there! 

 

 

 

A Word from the Officers 
  

Get to know your new State Officers! They’ll 
share their hobbies and interests and why they 
love FFA! 
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Katherine Killenbeck 

State Secretary 

South Jefferson FFA 

I enjoy helping people and animals. I enjoy working with horses, cows, and 
domestic animals. I plan to study agricultural science with a concentration in 
education and minor in foreign language, possibly at Cornell University. I’d like 
to become a veterinarian or ag teacher. I love to travel and hope to find myself in 
Paris and Thailand someday. I’m not afraid to take on a challenge to allow myself 
to grow as a person and raise my confidence levels. I can’t wait to make new 
friends and connections with members and people all over the state! 

 

Jacob Ax 

State Treasurer  

Stockbridge Valley FFA 

I grew up in a small town living on a farm. I enjoy working on anything that has 
four wheels and an engine. As a kid I used to take things apart just to put it back 
together. I have been blessed with the opportunity to live and work at Camp 
Oswegatchie with my family for the past 11 years, meeting members, and bonding 
with people from all over the state. In the future I hope to attend Penn State for 
Agriculture Business Management. Ultimately, I would love to operate my own 
farm market and orchard. I have an undeniable passion for FFA and all it stands 
for. I love public speaking and inspiring others with my words. I am very outgoing and will start a 
conversation with almost anyone. I love meeting new people and seeing how much two very different 
people can have in common.  

 

Taylor McNamara 

State Reporter 

Madison FFA 

Although I did not grow up on a farm, I have had a passion for agriculture ever 
since I was a little kid. My favorite part of the summer was going to the State Fair 
to see all the animals. I joined FFA in 6th grade, worried that I may not fit in, and 
immediately fell in love with the organization. I want to travel the world and 
experience beauty from other parts of the globe. I have a passion for people and 
love getting to know others and hearing their stories. I want to help the world in 
any way I can. I hope to attend Cornell University and receive my teaching degree 
in English and agriculture. I encourage everyone to strive to make a positive difference in someone’s life 
each day, and always look on the bright side, because everyone has something in their life to be thankful 
for.  
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Matthew Currie 

State Sentinel 

Tully FFA 

I grew up on a large-scale dairy farm in Preble, New York. My family farm also has 
a small tie stall facility containing our herd of show animals. My SAE is in Dairy 
Production. I am attending SUNY Cobleskill in the fall majoring in Dairy 
Production and Management. I love spending time with animals and meeting new 
people. I am currently serving on the Junior Executive Committee of the New York 
Holstein Association. I also raise market hogs. I am very energetic and outgoing, 
and love getting people excited about agriculture and FFA. I can’t wait to meet and 
build new relationships with members from across the State. I am especially excited for Camp 
Oswegatchie and InTENse!  

 

 

 

  

 
 

GET READY FOR 
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