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Workshops 

 
Workshops 

Thursday 10am 

- AgVocate: Amplify your Voice, Empower your Future- As members of the agricultural industry, 
how do we maintain our license to operate in a country where 94% of the population has no 
direct connection to agriculture? How do we remain credible and grow our business when 
86% of our population are “seriously concerned” about modern agricultural practices? We 
engage, we educate, we AgVocate. You see, research shows that the majority of these 
skeptical consumers would change their opinions and support agricultural innovation if they 
knew more about the facts. Join Ryan Locke, manager of District Sales for Bayer Crop 
Services for an interactive AgVocacy workshop to learn how to engage in effective 
conversations about modern agriculture with an increasingly skeptical public about modern 
agriculture. Together, we will practice addressing some of the most pressing misconceptions 
about agriculture through individual and group exercises, role-playing activities, and by 
digging into new consumer research findings about food and farming. A sustainable future 
for agriculture depends on fostering a closer bond between agriculture and our larger society 
– we can do this by AgVocating! Maximum of 120 participants.  

- Taking the Next Step: Leading the Way- Have you ever wondered what the next step in 
life is for you? Don't worry! No matter what stage in your life you may be in, as leaders we 
are always looking ahead! Find out where you're headed next, and how you can impact 
others by leading the way with Joshua Housler, Delaware FFA State Vice President. 
Maximum of 100 participants. 

- Landscaping: A Walk in the Park- Take a walk with Dr. Marvin Pritts, Director of 
Undergraduate Studies at Cornell University School of Integrative Plant Sciences, to 
Fireman’s Memorial Park. During this workshop you will learn about how woody plants 
grow, talk about plant identification, and learn about the principles of pruning. You will then 
get to prune trees and shrubs at the park and learn firsthand. Maximum of 70 participants. 

- STEM with the MOST: Join Angela Gaige, Director of Education at the Milton J. 
Rubenstein Museum of Science & Technology (MOST) for a hands-on STEM activity. 
Maximum of 100 participants. 

- Tuck in Your Tallywacker: Jasmine Coates, Maryland State FFA Officer, will be covering 
different parts of how to represent yourself in FFA. This will include elevator speeches, 
common questions asked to FFA members, body language, and overall professionalism. 
Maximum of 140 participants. 



 

 

- Farming is Risky Business (FRB)- Are you a risk taker? Join our FRB workshop to learn 
the critical importance of risk management in agriculture. Sponsored by USDA, the FRB 
workshop revolves around a fast moving and highly competitive farm simulation game, with 
prizes awarded to top scorers. Maximum of 42 participants. 

 
Thursday 1pm 
- Preparing for an Application to the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Degree Program: 

Are you interested in becoming a veterinarian?  This workshop will include advice on how to 
prepare for a future application to the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree 
program- from high school through undergraduate college.  Included in the discussion will 
be choosing an undergraduate college and major, prerequisite college courses, advice on 
gaining veterinary and animal experiences from high school through college, and the 
admissions process.  Jennifer Mailey, M. Ed. and Director of Admissions for Cornell 
University College of Veterinary Medicine will also discuss careers in veterinary medicine, 
research opportunities, and financing your education. Maximum of 120 participants. 

 
- The Green Revolution: Where People Meet Plants: Our focus will be an interactive 

presentation focusing on what are the opportunities in the Horticulture, Landscape, and 
Turf Management profession. Dominic Morales and Joann Gruuttadaurio, members of the 
New York State Turfgrass Association, will be explaining the endless possibilities, 
tremendous growth, and technology that is driving this ever-expanding profession we call 
the “Green Industry”. Maximum of 100 participants. 

 
- Landscaping: A Walk in the Park- Take a walk with Dr. Marvin Pritts, Director of 

Undergraduate Studies at Cornell University School of Integrative Plant Sciences, to 
Fireman’s Memorial Park. During this workshop you will learn about how woody plants 
grow, talk about plant identification, and learn about the principles of pruning. You will then 
get to prune trees and shrubs at the park and learn firsthand. Maximum of 70 participants. 

 
- STEM with the MOST: Join Angela Gaige, Director of Education at the Milton J. 

Rubenstein Museum of Science & Technology (MOST) for a hands-on STEM activity. 
Maximum of 100 participants. 

 
- Tuck in Your Tallywacker: Jasmine Coates, Maryland State FFA Officer, will be covering 

different parts of how to represent yourself in FFA. This will include elevator speeches, 
common questions asked to FFA members, body language, and overall professionalism. 
Maximum of 120 participants. 

 
- Farming is Risky Business (FRB)- Are you a risk taker? Join our FRB workshop to learn 

the critical importance of risk management in agriculture. Sponsored by USDA, the FRB 
workshop revolves around a fast moving and highly competitive farm simulation game, with 
prizes awarded to top scorers. Maximum of 42 participants. 

 

Friday 9am 

- Drones and Precision Agriculture: This workshop will be focused on the use and 
adaption of Drones in Agriculture, as well basics to Precision Agriculture. Drones are a 
single tool in a producer’s suite of technology. Erick Hass, a Precision Agriculture Specialist 



 

 

will discuss how the data collected by drones can integrate into other technologies, through 
real world example. Maximum of 120 participants. 

- Choose Kind: Students will be able to choose kindness as a way to better themselves as well 
as the people around them by going through a series of adventures and missions with 
Oregon FFA State Secretary, Devin Thacker. Maximum of 70 participants. 

- Taking the Next Step: Leading the Way- Have you ever wondered what the next step in 
life is for you? Don't worry! No matter what stage in your life you may be in, as leaders we 
are always looking ahead! Find out where you're headed next, and how you can impact 
others by leading the way with Joshua Housler, Delaware FFA State Vice President. 
Maximum of 100 participants. 

- Kids! What Kids?: In this workshop you will learn about value-added products and direct 
to consumer marketing from the owner of 2 Kids Goat Farm. At 2 Kids Goat Farm, they 
milk their goats and cows daily to produce a variety of fresh and aged cheeses from their rich 
creamy milk. They choose to alternate between goat and cow milk depending on the time of 
year, to make sure everyone gets a break. They also make their own goat milk soaps, lotions, 
and lip balms, which are as good for your skin as their hand-crafted cheese is for your 
tummy! Maximum of 120 participants.  

- Practical Parli Pro: Join Sam Loy, Pennsylvania FFA State Reporter, for a Parliamentary 
Procedure workshop for students of all levels. During this workshop you will learn the 
basics of parliamentary procedure, learn the “sandwich theory”, and get to put your new 
skills to the test! Maximum of 100 participants.  

 

Friday 1:00pm 
- Choose Kind: Students will be able to choose kindness as a way to better themselves as well 

as the people around them by going through a series of adventures and missions with 
Oregon FFA State Secretary, Devin Thacker. Maximum of 70 participants. 

 
- After the Milk Truck Pick-up- Opportunities in the Dairy Processing Industry: Learn 

about different career opportunities on the value-added side of the dairy business with Anika 
Zuber, Dairy Processing and Marketing Specialist for Harvest New York. Do you have what 
it takes to solve dairy processing challenges? Maximum of 120 participants.  

 
- Kids! What Kids?: In this workshop you will learn about value-added products and direct 

to consumer marketing from the owner of 2 Kids Goat Farm. At 2 Kids Goat Farm, they 
milk their goats and cows daily and produce a variety of fresh and aged cheeses from their 
rich creamy milk. They choose to alternate between goat and cow milk depending on the 
time of year, to make sure everyone gets a break. They also make their own goat milk soaps, 
lotions, and lip balms, which are as good for your skin as their hand-crafted cheese is for 
your tummy! Maximum of 120 participants.  

 
- Practical Parli Pro: Join Sam Loy, Pennsylvania FFA State Reporter, for a Parliamentary 

Procedure workshop for students of all levels. During this workshop you will learn the 
basics of parliamentary procedure, learn the “sandwich theory”, and get to put your new 
skills to the test! Maximum of 100 participants.  

 



 

 

- Careers in Equine: Are you interested in pursuing a career in Equine after high school? Are 
you curious what career options are available in the industry? Join Professor Barbara 
Lindberg, Director of Equine Business Management at Cazenovia College, to explore these 
questions. Professor Lindberg will be giving and overview of the Equine programs available 
at Cazenovia College and talking about what the programs entail. Maximum of 100 
participants.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


