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8  NY Agricultural  

  Educators   

The Cornell Agricultural Education Outreach staff, NYAAE Executive Council, and the-
New York State Education Department invite you to Celebrate 101 Years of  
Agricultural Education at the 2018 Professional Development Conference for Agricul-
tural Educators at the Oswegatchie Educational Center in Croghan, NY from Sunday 
June 17 - Wednesday, June 20, 2018  

The goal of the annual professional development conference is to enhance the quality of  
instructional programs for secondary agricultural educators through in-service educa-
tion with activity based workshops that address the needs of our constantly changing 
agricultural and agriscience programs. Sessions are designed to both raise the scientific 
rigor of agricultural courses and provide middle, high, and postsecondary educators 
with new technologies and resources for their classrooms. 

This high-quality professional development opportunity meets the Continuing Teacher 
and Leader Education (CTLE) criteria pursuant to Section 80-6 of the 

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. By attend-
ing this conference each teacher will receive more than 26 
professional development hours.   

101 Years and Beyond! Envisioning a New Century of  

Agricultural Education 

June 17-20, 2018 | Oswegatchie Educational Center 



Sunday, June 17 

10:30 am Pre-Conference Workshop at South Jefferson High School 

1:00 pm Conference registration/Check in 

2:30 pm 

Professional Development 
“Animal Management Techniques through Rabbit Production” 
“Interactive APA Formatting” 
“Introduction to Coding and Robotics” 

4:00 pm Break  

4:30 pm 

Professional Development 
“Animal Management Techniques through Rabbit Production” 
“Interactive APA Formatting” 
“Introduction to Coding and Robotics” 

6:00 pm Dinner 

7:00 pm 
Opening General Session   

“Adapt a Plant & Sip for your Classroom” 

9:00 pm 
Informal reception for all new teachers, conference participants, 

and guests 

Monday,  June 18 

6:45 am Sunrise Hike or Kayak (optional) 

7:30 am Breakfast 

8:30 am 

Professional Development 
“Being on Point with Precision Agriculture” 
“K-Nex Gravity Car” 
“Why WOOL? - Discover the Wonders” 

10:00 am Break  

10:30 am 

Professional Development 
“Being on Point with Precision Agriculture” 
“K-Nex Gravity Car” 

“Why WOOL? - Discover the Wonders” 

12:00 pm Lunch 



1:30 pm 

Professional Development 
“Burger Cook-off as Easy as 1-2-3” 

“Top 10 Tools or Tips in AET Records and FFA Awards” 

“National Safe Tractor & Machine Operations Program” 

4:45 pm Break 

6:00 pm Dinner 

7:00 pm Make & Take Activity Night 

Tuesday, June 19 

7:00 am Breakfast 

8:00 am Keynote: “Marching off the Map with Generation Z”  

10:00 am Break  

10:30 am 

Professional Development 
“Integrating a Farm or Garden into your Classroom” 

“Ag. Entrepreneurship” 

“Food Evolution Screening” 

12:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 pm NYAAE Business Session with Elections 

2:30 pm Break 

3:00 pm 
Professional Development 
“Individualized Education Plans for Teachers” 

“FFA Boot Camp” 

5:15 pm Social hour with Hors d’oeuvres 

6:00 pm NYAAE Awards Dinner and Banquet/Evening Activity  



Wednesday, June 20 

7:00 am Sunrise Hike or Kayak (optional) 

8:00 am Breakfast 

8:30 am 

Professional Development 
“Core concepts of the Food Science Industry and CDE” 

“Computer Vision Leaf and Plant ID” 

“Schoolyard Mushroom Production” 

10:00 am Break  

10:30 am 

Professional Development 
“Core concepts of the Food Science Industry and CDE” 

“Computer Vision Leaf and Plant ID” 

“Schoolyard Mushroom Production” 

12:00 pm Lunch and Depart for home 

1:00 pm NYAAE/FFA Trustee Meeting 



Sunday Conference Workshops and Sessions 

**STEM Applications Using CNC Shark and PlasmaCam           

Bill Stowell & Anthony Cronk, South  Jefferson Central Sch ool  

Participants will learn how to integrate Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) concepts 
into Agriculture Mechanics and Technology Classes (DDP). Actual PlasmaCam and CNC Shark ma-
chines will be used to demonstrate how these basic concepts are used to cut metal and wood projects. 
Participants will be provided with hands-on opportunities to learn how to properly setup and run a 
PlasmaCam and CNC Shark which are machines that interface computer aided drafting (CAD) soft-
ware with automated plasma and router cutting tables. 

**Please note that this workshop will take place PRIOR to registration on Sunday June 17th and is 
therefore a Pre-Conference Workshop offering.** 
 

Introduction to Coding and Robotics            

Tim & Heidi Montondo, Eisco Scientific  

Sense is a robotic and computer programming system which allows users to explore, problem solve, 
and advance their computer programming abilities starting in visual block programming, advancing 
to Python and C languages. In this hands on workshop, you will be introduced to a simple coding lan-
guage, then use it to program a robot to perform a task. (In our case, to dance the hokey pokey) We 
will then have an open discussion about other tools that can be used for teaching robotics and the 
importance of coding and robotics in agriculture today and in the future. 
 

Interactive APA Formatting                

Rebecca Romeo, Paul Sm ith ’s College 

Ever received a rubric back for the FFA Prepared LDE and see that the APA citation was incorrect?  
Bring a laptop to this hands-on workshop and leave with an APA template to share with your stu-
dents. Paul Smith's College Associate Professor Rebecca Romeo will walk you through Word to create 
the APA running head, title, and reference pages, and will model how to format in-text citations for 
many of the sources your students will use. 
 

Animal Management Techniques through Rabbit Production            

Travis Armison, Alfred State  College  

Want to do more with your classroom rabbits than just, ‘Pet the bunny?’ Then this hands-on session 
is for you! Rabbits are a space conscious choice for teaching many excellent animal management 
principles.  Learn the ins and outs of rabbit production-from setting up the cages to lessons on repro-
duction and opportunities for marketing the final product. 

New Teacher CrossFit                

Terry Hughes, Ag. Education & Outreach  

Welcome to a profession that will change your life! In an effort to make sure the newest members of 
our profession are prepared for the year ahead, this session is geared towards those educators who 
are just beginning their career as an agriculture teacher (entering their first year of teaching in the 
summer/fall 2018).  Come meet the cohort of ‘new’ agricultural educators and get the inside scoop on 
events, activities, and classroom management strategies to make your first year successful!  

OPENING GENERAL SESSION 

Come join your colleagues to learn how to adapt a plant and sip for your classroom.  This general ses-
sion is sure to be engaging  through hands-on design and construction of a terrarium.  Learn how to 
bring back this lesson to your classroom and even build-off of it to host a  fundraiser for your pro-
gram! 



Monday Conference Workshops and Sessions 

Being on Point with Precision Agriculture    

Rachael Clayson & Mark Mancari, Genesee Valley Educational Partnership & Perry 
Central School 

One of the largest debates in agriculture is how to produce enough food to feed our growing population 
and do it as sustainably as possible. Precision agriculture aims to meet in the middle- allowing just the 
right amounts of inputs for maximum yields. The technology is constantly changing and the industry is 
looking for employees at an ever increasing rate. After this workshop you will be able to show your stu-
dents how they can have a career in agriculture where they can get paid to use their cell phones to work 
smarter and not harder. 

K-Nex Gravity Car          

Cheryl Burns, Cassadaga Valley Central Sch ool  

Create & Build a car made from K-nex that will defy the laws of gravity! This engaging and entertaining 
workshop will leave you with a lesson that is fun and educational for all ages!  Teach your students New-
ton's Laws through this car building activity. If that weren’t enough, combine this engaging lesson with 
some additional marketing strategies.  This cross-curricular lesson will take place in a highly competitive 
environment where a racing winner will be crowned! 

 

Why WOOL? - Discover the Wonders                

Holly Partridge, Genesee Valley Educational Partnersh ip (Batavia Cam pus ) 

Have you ever wondered why wool continues to hold a place in the clothing industry even with all the high 
technology fibers that are available?  Why does the US military provide wool to our soldiers? Who were 
the first knitters?  Why and what did they knit? Is all wool the same? Where does wool even come from?  
Learn the answers to these and many other surprises by digging into the properties of wool with activities 
you can take back to your classroom. - No sheep included. 

Burger Cook-off Easy as 1, 2, 3               

Jean O’Toole & Katherine Brosnan, New York Beef Council  

New York Beef Council will present how to prepare for or conduct a burger cook-off. NYBC currently sup-
ports the very popular FFA "Perfect Burger Contest" at the NYS Fair. NYBC has created a learning module 
kit for Ag Educators to properly engage and educate their students in learning about food safety, team 
work, presentation skills all through cooking beef.  In this “Digging Deeper” 3-hour session, particpiants 
will learn about: food safety and handling practices; ‘Beef in the Classroom’; and how to prepare your stu-
dents for the “Perfect Burger Contest”!  

Top 10 Tools or Tips in AET Records and FFA Awards   

Dr. Roger Hanagriff & Dr. Tim Murphy, Th e AET 

Get your time back during FFA application season with the online records management system-AET!  AET 
has a ton of resources, but some are top items teachers can apply right away! These tips are how to quickly 
add students into AET and populate your FFA Roster with one click, help your students lead your POA 
and FFA meetings with AET's Meeting Manager, develop a free website to share activities with others, 
strategies for students to setup SAEs and for FFA members to have FFA award success and grading re-
ports you can use to keep them all involved! These strategies can help students learn important skills, 
grade their progress and save you time! 

National Safe Tractor & Machinery Operation Program   

Dr. Michael Pate, Penn State Extension  

The National Safe Tractor and Machinery Operation Program (NSTMOP) is a training program for 14
- and 15-year-olds seeking employment in production agriculture. Upon successful completion of this 
workshop, you will be a certified NSTMOP instructor, ready to organize and teach the NSTMOP 
training program. The workshop will focus on how to conduct the written, operating skills, and driv-
ing tests. Workshop activities will prepare you to successfully organize and communicate safety in-
formation and procedures to youth.  



Tuesday Conference Workshops and Sessions 

General Session: Marching Off the Map 

Holly Moore, Growing Leaders  

Through more than fifteen years of research and hands-on experience, engage with keynote speaker 
Holly Moore as she shares the keys to success in working with Generation Z.  Learn to inspire your 
students to own their education and their future; lead students from an attitude of apathy to one of 
passion; and learn to practically apply the latest research on Generation Z-the students in your class-
room today. 

Integrating a Farm or Garden  into Your Classroom 

Dr. Taylor Reid, Tompkins Cortland Com m unity College  

In the last few years, many schools have made the investment in raised garden beds, hoop houses, or 
other growing structures; but mid-way through the year, the facilities are often underused and over-
whelming.  Come learn from Professor Reid as he shares how to better integrate your farm or garden 
into the classroom!  

Food Evolution Screening 

Elizabeth Foote, Greenwich  Central Sch ool  

Come watch the documentary Food Evolution and see how this ‘film explores all the ways science has 
been used and abused in public discourse surrounding the genetic engineering of food.’  Review the 
‘Teachers Guide’ and discuss the documentary with other participants so you feel confident leading a 
discussion with your students.  

Ag. Entrepreneurship: Welcome to the Business! 

Michael Glauser, Utah  State University 

Looking for a great way to get your students thinking about Entrepreneurship SAEs? Check out this 
Agribusiness resource that will provide hours of excellent videos, quizzes, and opportunities to apply 
the principles discussed by having students plan out their own business! This session is sure to pro-
vide great resources for those looking to offer agribusiness for the first time or for the veteran teacher 
looking to supplement their current content. 

 

NYAAE Business Session 
Erin McCaffrey, NYAAE President, Agricultural Educator, Stockbridge Valley CSD  
Make sure to attend this session to learn about the latest initiatives of the New York State  
Association of Agricultural Educators. At this session we will also elect new leadership for the organi-
zation, and hear important updates related to agricultural education. 

 

Individualized Education Plans for Teachers 

Agriculture Education and Outreach Staff, Cornell University 

At the end of the school year, there are many areas that a teacher may want to focus on to ‘wind 
down’ from the school year and ‘gear up’ for summer activities.  In this self-directed time, teachers 
will ‘individualize’ their education by choosing and guiding their own experience. Whether it’s brush-
ing up on your tree ID skills, sifting through the reeds on Long Pond, or just spending time with col-
leagues brainstorming ideas and sharing classroom experiences, this time is sure to meet the needs 
of everyone!  

 



Wednesday Conference Workshops and Sessions 

Core Concepts of the Food Science Industry and CDE 

Dr. Jeff Perry & Alexis Halstead, Cornell University 

Careers in the food production and processing career pathway are some of the fastest growing career 
opportunities for our students.  Most students gladly sign-up for anything once they hear the word 
‘food’, but in this practical and applicable workshop, learn tools of the trade that will take your food 
science lessons from taste-testing to industry-relevant skill sets that will set your students up for suc-
cess in agriculture or the culinary industry.  Activities in this workshop will also help you prepare 
your students for FFA’s Food Science Career Development Event. 

Computer Vision Leaf and Plant ID 

Joshua Siddall, SRC, Inc. 

Plant geeks and ‘Tech nerds’ alike will love this futuristic workshop! If you have ever used the 
Leafsnap app, this workshop takes you through the actual process of using a camera to identify plant 
types and plant leaves!  Using a small mini-computer called the ‘raspberry pi’, participants in this 
workshop will learn how to set-up their very own plant ID database!  Demonstration will use actual 
industry-relevant software configured and machine learning computer vision models.  

Schoolyard Mushroom Production 

Stephanie Mehlenbacher, Steuben CCE  

Make room for mushrooms!  Learn how to produce shiitake mushrooms in schoolyard. As with fun-

gus, shiitake mushroom production is as simple as having the right type of logs to grow the shiitake 

fungus and to give the log the proper conditions for reproductive growth.  Learn about the lifecycle of 

shiitake and other common mushrooms before the hands

Tuesday Workshops continued 
 

FFA Boot Camp 

Catie Rowe & Derek Hill, New York FFA  

Come put the New York FFA State Staff through their paces! This participant-driven workshop will 
provide time for you to get your questions answered; brainstorm suggestions to strengthen New York 
FFA; and to have the New York FFA State Staff share their knowledge! Designed after the “EdCamp” 
model, this workshop will provide a discussion packed session of the ins and outs of the leadership 
component of a comprehensive agricultural education program. 

NYAAE Awards Banquet 
Please join us for an evening of celebration as we honor our colleagues who have excelled in the field 

of agricultural education. Awards presented this evening will be for outstanding programs and edu-

cators of agricultural education. The evening will start off with a social hour, followed by dinner and 

an awards banquet. Afterwards, join us for an informal dance/social.  



The 2018 Professional Development Conference for 

Agricultural Educators will be hosted at the  

Oswegatchie Educational Center. The educational 

center located in Croghan, New York is nestled on 

1,200 acres of wooded land within the Adirondack 

Park.  

Oswegatchie is owned and operated by the New 

York FFA Leadership Training Foundation, Inc.  

The center operates as a youth camp  during the 

summer months and is open throughout the year as 

an educational, recreational retreat center.   

Oswegatchie Educational 

Center 

Croghan, NY 

Pack your bags 
 
Oswegatchie does not provide  
bedding or towels.  

 Bedding: sleeping bag, pillow, single 
bed sheet 

 Flashlight 

 Warm clothes for cool days and  
evenings (jeans and sweatshirts) 

 Casual summer clothes for all work-
shops and sessions (shorts and shirts) 

 One dress outfit for the awards ban-
quet (coat and tie for men, pant suit or 
dress for women) 



Lodging Information 

We want this conference to be a pleasant and rewarding experience for 
teachers and their families.  Due to the unique nature of this conference sev-
eral lodging options will be provided to our participants. All facilities are 
rustic but clean. The following accommodations will be available on a first 
come, first serve basis, so REGISTER early! 
 

Facilities  

 
Sutliff Conference Center has 10 double occupancy rooms. There are two 

shared shower and bath facilities. In addition there are two dormitories which will sleep 

up to 24 persons in each.  

Foster Lodge has 4 bedrooms downstairs, and 4 bunk beds upstairs. The building 

can comfortably hold 14 people, but has a maximum sleeping capacity of 24 people. 

There are 2 bathrooms downstairs, one of which is fully handicap accessible.  

Widrick Lodge has 10 rooms that can accommodate 2 to 4 people per room. There 

are two shared bath facilities. Guests may also use the adjacent shower houses on the 

property. The main dining room is on the main level of this building. 

Cabin space in the main camp area can accommodate 2 to 6 people each. All cabins 

have electricity, and some have water. Shower and bath facilities are within walking dis-

tance of all cabins. 

Camping/Rustic Cabin Facilities Oswegatchie has many facilities for tents 

and trailers. In addition we have eleven campsites with three rustic cabins, lean-tos, and 

fire pits that can sleep up to 15 people. Shower and bathing facilities are within the main 

camp area.  

Individuals who choose this option for lodging will receive a $60 discount. 

 

NOTE: Oswegatchie does not provide bedding.  
See the packing list for proper needs. 



Conference Pricing 
 

Full Registration Cost  
 Camping rate:  $435 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/ trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $495 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The full registration conference fee includes:  3 nights lodging at Oswegatchie ,  

             all meals (3 dinners, 3 lunches, 3 breakfasts, and refreshment breaks), and all  

 professional development workshops. 

 

Two Day Conference Registration Cost 

 Camping rate:  $380 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $440 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The two-day conference fee includes:  2 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational Center,  

 2 dinners, 2 lunches, 2 breakfasts, refreshment breaks, and professional development  

 workshops.  
 

One Day Conference Registration Cost  
 Camping rate:  $330 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $390 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The one-day conference fee includes:  1 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational  

 Center, 1 dinner, 1 lunch, 1 breakfast, refreshment breaks, and professional development  

 workshops.  

Register online at www.eiseverywhere.com/nyaae  

 

Payment: Check, purchase orders, and credit cards accepted. 
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Conference Pricing 

Full Student Registration Cost  

(Pre-service Discounted Rate) 

 Camping rate:  $315 

 (lean-to, campsite, bring your own camper/trailer/tent) 

 Lodge, dorm, or cabin with electricity:  $375 

 (Sutliff, Widrick, or Foster lodges, main camp cabin) 

 The full conference student fee includes:  3 nights lodging at Oswegatchie Educational  

 Center, all meals (3 dinners, 3 lunches, 3 breakfasts, and refreshment breaks), and all  

 professional development workshops.  

 

Commuter Registration Cost 

 3 Day Registration:  $360 

 2 Day Registration:  $325 

 1 Day Registration:  $295 

 The commuter conference fee includes:  3 dinners, 2 lunches, refreshment breaks, and 

 professional development workshops. Breakfast is on your own. This rate is for those who 

 are staying off property. NO LODGING at Oswegatchie Educational Center is included in the 

 Commuter cost.  

 

Register online at www.eiseverywhere.com/nyaae 

Payment: Check, purchase orders, and credit cards accepted. 

http://www.eiseverywhere.com/nyaae


Payment and Registration– Complete Online 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ 

Conference Registration Type (full, 2-day, 1-day,  

student or commuter) 

Conference Registration Amount Due:  __________ 

Please indicate the date and time you plan to arrive for the conference. 

Arrival date and time: ________________________________________ 

Departure date and time: _____________________________________ 

 

Optional for New York Teachers | NYSACTE DUES $115:  __________ 

Optional New York Farm Bureau Membership | NYFB DUES $75:  __________ 

  

This registration is being submitted AFTER May 18, 2018.  

Please add $60 late fee:  __________ 

 

Total Amount Enclosed (or Due):  __________    

Check or PO #:  __________ 

 

Payment (check, money order, purchase order, credit card online) and  

this registration page must be postmarked by May 18, 2018. 

Please make all checks payable to NYAAE 

2018 NYAAE Conference Shari Lighthall 

9340 Long Pond Road 

Croghan, NY 13327 

register online at  

www.eiseverywhere.com/nyaae  

http://www.eiseverywhere.com/nyaae

